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^ There have been agaJn InBlstent allegations oi the existence of the 



' »fb. In tUe Unite.! SUtes. Th"re have (K-sn also denials. 
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5 Tt will be understoofl that tho Mafia Is a highly clandestine operation 
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i|o»t difficult to penetrate by informants. Therefore this study was not 

l^gilted to data secured from Informantfl. It goes beyond this source to 

ijplude 3U available material cniT^.n itin from other low enforcement groups 
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£Onki public Rources, both in the UnV-fv] * fates and In iiurope. 
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SUMMATIY AND CONCLUSIONS 

TTif^ ^ irt'- ' irPv =ifl vlrffMi^, floTTilnocring, unique form of 

v p- V. '''' • T>^ii^^ » J' nor constituted at a | 

f;y r-i'io f^rtr - ■ j -J p ' r Mr'! ' ' m '\ j.t f^^' ■J.oiJC'.^ pov'f^rfuUy uftcr 1860 as 
riT{.N1"<''i nnd avariclo'in i?]r])vii-i:i} ■; 'umght to ^^sploit the lingering defensive ! 
r^... of - '-^-iJ!-n #.p fr» '^'nn tvranny that had oppressed them | ■ 

■) n ■ V'Vi;v -1- V. - ^ WAc b\: {[) hatrr^'i of the riiclUan peop|e 
<ov V^': In-.' p'.'* I'r:} riu'orccv: ' rc ; reEcntrd ia fJlcily'c perennial foreign 

,!,^ ^ r p-' In th'^ forr*^ of traditional refusal to 

r:---, ^ u ' (Is • 1-"" ' ' ' trp' rf -,ii?f3 of those factors, i.e., the 
r f ' ' fj'.r ir: • r ■ In "^'^ ^Iv, T^'vl tho cnrsG of vUlespread and 

nn'?r>^' roU-;l rrlnu:' th.rou"J>-^ 'h'-' i^^land. | 

Tho hl'Mory r f • ' 'in- th" t*:^«'(c «:tory of the growth of a -j 
pt M' -- 1 ">rKct 1 f ' ■ If i ' ito r v r^'i^^;^ of *^Jcillan lift'. * 

Tp tI)o E?br^^r';f" of ' 'i -H' - •^••^for rcFT'^^nt, tir* proprietors of the 
pi '^rif I^in'lrf^ c''ir>).n;-) r ■ - v : H»9 flrlUr^n ro\intry^r?o customartly 
rrri'iii/^H "nr"tr!':rr ' Imv- ^ the w^rl rl<MT»iprnring of the local tough 

or fMhr.h'Tl rl'^rnrnt ir- pr < f- * !'i ItVf :>tv'i p' r!"^l'tio.T. Pring ttubJOCt tO 
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no^ffectlvc legal restraint, these Individuals exploltod their opportunities 

' 10 

fOTiUllrlt p ivpr and profit to thn fullest extent. As early as the 13th 

12 

Cei9.iry, ihn "cprotakors"' uoro ^^pon soring and hnrbori))g roaming 

br^-^nds f!n^ rn^.'^ng thorn In crime, as v;cll as terrorizing and extorting 

17 

ro^^^ th<» peapnnts and committing ether crimes. These 'caretakers" (as 

in-^o^tral ■ ^nfio-i) ^ cve nble to foi':*^^ "protpctlon" go r vires not only upon 

21 

thti? peasants bvti upon tbo landownorr. as well for thoy ha^l It within their 

o ? ^ r as o ^' ^ r 1 0 i- d 3 of 1 oc al c r i n; g to control or u n I. e a h d c pr ^- rj ati on s upon 

26 

lh^^«ded est.^U?^3 at v.lU. 

;?3 . 

29 l.^i''' lOih Ternary, tlic proU^ntlon racket var; well established. 

30 

Ite^^^rmrptio-i into ?U n'i:?'^^'':R o- ro-^'munitv life y^*^ r sewed bv the fact 
32 



'hr^jjlhr Ini'^'cd ci;tates v ore the centers of rural life, and the landowners, 

35 

v.hom the "caretaitci s" had acquired a elnlstcr control, were the 
37 - 

pat38^n^ In thr'ir local cr^MnunltlcP. 
'39 

JjO In th'^ early fi'th r^MHin y, ;-iriiy v. as a pcfne (jf widespread 
ilfj^-dcrs, cor^.":^q|uent In part 'ipon f.^^" f^^^llan cPmpai(?n'' of Napolnon 
Boir5 parte. 'Tli'\*Te disorders, plus <" '^I'-^cially f^orrupt nnd Ineffective 
sy^7^m of lav.' rnfor'^^mrnt under tbo pmrbon kinrrs an^' n growing 

i.lb|9aHon tvnvrriient, conihin'"d lo furni^*' the cprly Vaf-:""! extraordinary 

51 
52 
53 

15H - Iv - 

S5 
56 
57 
58 

59 

^.iiO,, — . ^ — - 



61 
62 




opportunities to expand tlieir cJomlneering power. The owners erf the landed 
estates became increasingly dependent upon the '^caretakers" for protection . j ; . 
nf Ui^ir vestn.j intorcstr.. The liberation movement also attracted numbers 

';.[ ih^. ''cru oU^kcr" oloment. 'ho j^iiiC'J the Carbo nari , an Italian secret society ' 

i 

of lii' r:Uio;i. vMiGn the Crrbonnri, under the leader chip of the Italian, patriot J , 
Gi'ifiopt'e Garibaldi, overthrew tlie i^ourbon regime in 1860 and liberated Slcily^,!^^: 
i.i >•>! foroifpi i'nJ.o, tho K^f i'i acq'ii.re:1 iGfTrcminry coloration as a secret society 

of ilbnrntifx). 

It was not initll tU3 liber ration of the Irland from foreign' . > 

u'omirintion in iBGO t'lp' iUr HdMrn authorities fully recognized the malignancy ' ' 

I 

o( th? I hcnomcnon Umt I^P'' I' vti 'fc'velot^ni?; on the landed estates. The infant 
Uplirni r tnto hv<\ u jclr:! " ' -^.wy of the r 'riior.i. to hpve been partisans in the \ 
]i.'v.>rritlon movement, onO ".ime of their leaders were accepted into the new 
pari J ni lent. The N'Min, Ir ; vcver, soon revealed itself In its true colors, ' 
rir'i, of itn ijr.trif't'r ro' rr^t' "!. I irmly nutrenchcd on the landed estates, ( 
In rontrol of much of rvin ^-^r i\r ov/n fmrpo^-^es, ancl pushing its tentacles 
h>tri r\\ i-hri^ses ol the -"^ono -lir. pnii politir?.! life of Sicily, the ^lafia became 
tlio nc-.v p;overnmcntV' ?>ior^ virir^'in bGhln i-'^':ener» rival for power and revenue* 



6 

I ° Frior to 1860, the word "Mafia** was a seldom-heard expression in the 

Six y Ian (Hnler.t, and vhen used concerning a man it connoted the popular Sicilian 

12 

cci^^ept of trne manliness, 
l^i 

II To a T9th-">ntury SIcUf?>n, 'Aith a racial background of centuries 



of^f^nger and oppression, true manliness consisted of a kind of audacious 

''9 

arpo^^ganco in v,hlch a m?n kept Gilrnt In the event of a crime, refused to 

21 

ar^-Sst the suthnrities in its dotecU-^n or punishment, reserved the right of 

23 

p ^ Q n a 1 V c n c n c o { v ondott a) to t h r i ; v ii r e cl person or ii i s family, and 

2 ^ 

to|^ ruthlosB personal vengeance for offenses he or his family might suffer, 

?8 . 

TlF9^e attitudes and this bohavior \u vo sMmmed up in a tradition called omerta 

30 

w?5i-h by the 19th Crntury had b'^con^o an nnwrltton code among the Sicilian 

32 



35 In 1803, a play appeared in Picily with the title I Mafiusl delta 
37 

Vlj ftria. It Rlorlflctl tb*i aiv^acitv r or tain prisoners in the Vicar la 

39 " 

pc|jPtentlary In Palcrii^o. In the 1 ??th -Century English translation of the 
titjj|, the word "Mafiusi" was given the meaning of "heroes.** The play 
ac|?ij^ved v.id? popularity. The woriS "'afiusi, later more generally 

sp*t Tied TVTafioRl," found its way into the common speech of Sicily and 

U8 

Itjft^. It came to be applied to thos<: individuals who formed the 
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" p n r of a'cci " p;r o t ' p R , n n M ^ "y n ■ f s r t obvi o ' j r 1 y r o p r c c e nt ed both audacity and , t 
Strict aaheronce to the cmerta tradition. An the "caretakers" and their gangs ; 

1 r-. ovr^i','^'' ' orlnfT c!ror. -'^f In'.lhi^Juals characterized by 
r pi'-.p n?-"" V ^ r^qjj o^!'^'". f '.'n i )i coUusion with one another^ 

f,^j. ,,,.^.1 ofrofM' ■ 'ind vn r^'c'i —'jre cnllr^ctively refarred to oB 

the 

■I 

: nfin crimof? "Mrino ) alarmiinT rrop'>rHonr- In tho decade of t he 1 860*t 

^:v; T- -t-rr^.-'vr o---.^; -'- . roon nrj lovt"'-'?!! 1!};? I VTafja by the new ' 

} y :^ n p ' ! '"1 ov " • :i J n ■ it. . " - M v^' ^- i 1 1 es? v/" ^c? ^ ! 1 n r foly Ineffectual c ampalgns 
r/'.TVMi<"t ih"*. A pfifi in U-}^. fn tb*? inVOV, p-id in Eubscquent decades until 

n r ^ 7 ? < ' ^ y • ' -re ' ).r i I / v = » H y / o r c o I f *> jr* ^ .nor t to arbitrary banl shment 
t\f ' ■" , i ' >.fi r i t » ' ^pi Vine's, i re: ^' '^ f "V'onci^ n^nlnst the suspects 

b:>iivT (i-nnioly fHfficnJt V> obt^^'n In view of the Mafia code of silence, and the ' 

i 

rcfiirnl of v'Unonrnr; p.p'I victim*? to testify r.'ue to their terror o£ reprisal by f 
t?ie ' 'p^!^. i>no of the nio^t ri"nificant ropuMi of the repressive measures | 
inkcn p':n;n^t the l^-nfln v^'^ tlie concurrent einig;rotion o f ^'^afla elements from 
Pirily to coimtriep pbronr\ pr[»?r t ally to t he United St?\t e8, to avoid prosecutiont 

J>i.irlnf: ♦he nerio-i hnt-.voen Worlc^ .^'ar f and V'orld War n, the Mafia 
in rfrlfy \v7\*' rnhj^nte 1 to r> concentrated nttirU l^y the Italian authorities. Mass 
trip'<! of Vn'inr,! t'ie) susj ' c!'"'^! T^nflosl '?*?t^voon 1023 and 1934 resulted in the 

-vii- V ::■ 



I > 

i . 



2 • ; 

3 
U 

5 
6 
7 
8 

a^tcnclng of ov er 1, 200 persons to terms ranging from a few months to life. 

MfMa artlv'ty v. as fr ind to bo nonr'^^tT ated In tlie Falcrmo area and the 

w^|tern p'n Uon of th" lcT:l^^.I, thfr^vi It bfid also spread to the southernmost 
15 

tin^jf tlio itr^Mriii pTrinnuIri, roff'rr'^^' to PS Calabria. Charges r.j^nst the 

'17 

VHSlosl inclTicIed, in the main, controlled extortion practiced for many 

: "9 

y*^^s, "l^-^ri^'i'^f?; to'^'^th'^r for cvirniTr'^i pvu posoF, " an^l substantive crimes 

ar r^MT-r^'-r, l!inr);p^?iU :v*-^'^mM, rnl.'b'jry, nni tlir-ft. Mass trials as 

r.^g-fiuU of n':ViiUopal rorndup*? of T';^f)ccl were iicld in 1935, and again 

26 . ■ 

liT^TsnJT, I fitpr o'/onts viere to rcve^L however, that the Mafia had 

6^^vlve<1 ihr- ^' bolo'-nlo rUnck pj^p*- t it by the It^Ulan authorities. It 

?i , . .......... ... . ' 

r^^^vec! f'nr'iig I' orlri Wpr ?I v. '.th tho ro^iUency of osf nblinhocf 

33 

i Bi^itullor j>ik1 renamed its dandly vv.] nefarious activities, ' 

35 ■' ■ j 

36 rpformatJon from ITth Onfi^ry observers supplemented by f 

,37 ^ ' '■■j- 

d^^a dcvploprd by Itnli.in ni'thorUU • in tbo 1920's and 1930*8 revealed > j' 

a'4^5aral p-icron^rnon con^nrlaJp<T f) t'^'^JUonal protection racket on the 
l-^|ded e^tnt'v^; p) rather thnn roniposhipf a compact, centrally organized 
f^^^^ety, the Mafin \v?s loosolv rom rounded of local gnngs operating under 

nffAf-ji rnpof!'-':! locnl rbicfsj (3) tbr <!'trfs and their rctrlners collaborated 
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vben expedient^ a« In thi passagt br^rtcAeii good«»: teioftt^^ 
themselves for power or for reasons of veDgeance, resultli^t^ltt^&aiiierjim, 
unsolved murders; (4) as ambitious local chiefs forciUy impose<l4helri| 
authority over neighboring Mafia groaps, territorial ringf emerged emwti^^ 
the broadest of the Matta'a organizaUonal features; (S) the Pltr«m ^ 
to be alUpowerful In the Sicilian Mafia was a man of supreme 
the Maflosl, the chief of a powerful territorial ring; (6) hlflfh^limpsl vef i 
sometimes to be found in the professions or in other prominent i)O0ltion|g|^^ 



i33:. 



they maintained ostensibly respecUble reputations; f7) lAtfU adherenc«;^af ; 
found to be generally hereditary although conformance with the code of omerta^ 
and proof of ruthless criminality by other aspirants often meant their acceptaA< 
by the Mafia; (8) formal admission rites were neither.unlforni nor generi 
practiced; (d) the Mafia code of discipline was omeru, the code of^sUeno^ 
Infractions of which were punishable by death; (10) one territorislMiafla rl 
utilised a cover organisation with the Innocuous name, ^ the **Aj^tottlter:^i^ 
Club^ " where major plans of operation were hatched; (11) the chief modosl 
operandi of the Mafia was murder, often by shotgun; (12) the^ruU for the 
distribution of spcdls was the right of the strongest; (13) proofs of ttM 



represented in the territorial Mafia rings or associations were Mldttcj|<|^ 
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1 1 

!2 

-3 ■ 

:5 ■ ^ 

I? ■ .-'.^ 

I 8 • ^ ^ ^- . , . 

obiervfttions by police and oth«r witnesses of assoeUttye ties ainosi IM,, . 
deiendants, meetings, IdentiMcatlon of different functions of meml>ers of r^^^^^^^ 
tb^l'ings, apparent similarity in modus operandi on the part of the 



de^(|idants, and the flxlng o{ responsibility (or overt acta appearing M 



%«ifestations of the conspiracies; (14).the Ms^a rings or associa^qiipl^^^|^ 



Wi^.held by the Supreme Court of the fQngdom of Italy in 1934 to 

21 



c<^^i8t of persons permanently bound by common agreement to impose 



■2^ 



upfij and exploit honest and quiet citizens and to commit crimes against ^VW;;^^I$^^;;^y^j 
pr»perty and persons; (15) the Mafia was distinguished from crime In ^iffl^ffeifi^^'^^ 
gegiftral in Sicily by its monopoly of the protection racket, domlneerlng/^f'T '-^^ 



T?t7 - 

po^^on over local crime, ferocity, special clannishness and ezclttsiveness« 



tr^fjitlons, and interlocking family ties. 

[35 ' ^ - ' ■ ■^•f^-v^^ 

[36 * During World War IL the Mafia revealed the quality of "^^^ 

ad&|tAbility, domineering over blacU*market operations on the one hand/^* , 

aj^operating as independent criminal gangs on the other. It also accepted;^ 

ad|i}rents from among Army deserters, war-born robber gangs, deportMS|/f|,]f, 

ajili^other criminal elements returned from America. This expanded ^^^^f*^^^ 



l||[|a developed knov-how In the fields of racketeering and political 
pr^sures and succeeded in having adherents elected to the Natlooal ^£ 
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. ' COTStltuent AsswUy to Romt^/ tlirteiitmdM of the 
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•20 

21 of narcotics was made public by the U, S. Federal Nareottcs B«reiui;\^_ 

22 ■ ■ --^-..V -^^^Mt^w 



police force, and ensnared provincial and municipal aathoritte* M ^!|! 

The existence of the Mafia in Sicily in 1956 was confirmsd tfJfL. 
Study made by an agency of the United! States 
in recent statements of Italian police officials. 



es Government, and vas reaiUriDu 

.alS.' ■ ^:----;^^-^'SJ^^^^0}:y<^!^^^ 



In the 19S0*s, the Mafia's connection with tbriitteniationa](Ifm. 



. of investigation* 

\26 
2T- 



The present*day Mafia in Sicily, wUle basicaUy resembli|ig 



^62. traditional Mafia, has extended its sphere of operations mors fltron|tiy^|fljt(^ 



1:29 

cities. In Palermo, for example, Mafiosi practice racketeering in labor end 
* supplies on the waterfront* They also operate an extremely lucrative raolMt^ 
r the markets where they interpose themselves between wholesalers lUid^Tjri^' 
bri to the guise of middlemen and'take a cut of"aU sales. l%es^cifcx lO^^ 
assisted by bodyguards and assassins. Clashes among their groups 



domineering control are frequent and bloody. 

Admission into a local Mafia group requires sponsorship 1^ a Mafij 
known as the aspirant's godfather, proof of obedience to the code of op^^'J 
proof of capacity for ruthless crime. 
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ll:.- 

6 



■1 




7 

9 ' Msdla crliii«t lnclud« chiefly n»urder» |»r<HecUoii nviktHwlMf? 
U ^ racketeering, extortion, kidnapping, smugglittg, robbery/ and tktftt'.'T^ 

j While it doea not appear that Sicily ie '*vorid headquartera" for^ . 

thex^Iafia, aa some claim, 'some de^ee of coordination aj^ara to e^st^^v^/;' ' ' 
b^iSeren the Mafloai in flScUy and those in the XJnlted JBtate||# 
o^^aeppe Bonalnno and Carmine Galante, notorioua American boodloiftS^ 
to ralermo, Sicily, shortly before the Apalachln, New York convention of ^'■■■'■S^^^ 
ho^t^ums on November 14, 1951; are viewed with Inter eat. "The Mafia io f^*^. f t^^SS^ 
Sl^p^eepa Informed on the activities of it« American PW^^fJ^^^J^^Ii^ 
ifing at least a portion of its intelligence through viaita of American v-tX^'^ 
si to Sicily. Correspondence between Mafiosl in Sicily and the "-'H-c^^p 

T 

td^ io contain veiled meanings and to conftrm previoualy ^fY^f^p^f^^^^l 
Inll^maUon that the Maflosl refer to themselves as the "Arieads. *^ : t^^^^ 
The Mafia in Sicily remains an Unofficial feudal System cf ^i^f 



U&Stied States, uncovered by the Federal Narcotics Bureau, has been ^^^Xf^"^ 



ho 
Hi 



potr^r and patronage, established and maintained by craft and fores. 
AliV&ugh it operates in modern criminal dress, it Is in many ways a 



thcj&tmck to the medieval principles of Niccolo MachiavslU and 
Ceijt^s Borgia. 

52 ' . ' ' ■ ' -* 
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The pr#seat»day Mafia eontrola crime to the< exttnt^tbat II 

certain criminal operations wherever It can, puahlng crime ta the limit 



which further trespass would mean either the (destruction of the prodacUvf l^ 
society upon which it feeds or a popular rising against it Inm'mye ojTj^epris^; 



that would encompass the destruction of its elements.; 
B. Conclusions 




1. 



3. 



8. 



nation of crime ^"^S' 



The Mafia in Sicily is a deadly traditional combination of crime ^^"^i 
and local pseudo government. It imposes an invisible goyeciUBentM| 
Sicilian communities, depending for Us authority upwi' the feaifttW^ 
Inspires through its domineering control of the local vicious elemei 

The most typical Mafia figure is the a0sassin»''thbugh%e'pa«^ 
commands is slight in comparison with that of the local Mafi^cl 
The latter has risen from the ranks and enjoys a relationship. to^l 
the local Mafia gang like that of a feudal lord to bis armed retainers, 
His relationship to the local community is also one of prestige and' 
domineering power. He e:q>ect8 to be deferred to for permissioo' 
local ventures both criminal and legitimate, from which he extri 
a percenUge of all profits/ He may be sought by non*BAiflMl fi 
arbitration of disputes; ransom of stolen goods; or backlng^'^'pntltli 
or otherwise, though in so doing the petitioner bejcomjes daa^i 
obligated to the Mafia, 



The l>asic and often the only units of Mafia organization In Sicily ar| 
the local gangs. Members are admitted to it if they are acceptabl(| 
to the local chief. Prerequisites for admission include proof ofl 
capacity for ruthless crime; adherence to the traditional code'of\ 
omerta, i.e., silence in tlie event of crime and dependence upon' 
*'stlletto Justice"; and sponsorship by someone alread;^ a l^f^Ofo- 
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4. 



5. 



6. 



9. 




The traditional Mafia is not a compact/ centrally organised aoctttjrj 
or party such as the Communist Party^ but a colUetloa of gangs " 
autonomotis In their own territories and loosely federated when 

federated at all. The pattern of connections among local Ifiafla gangs 

depends chiefly upon the exl sting relationships between their leaders^lf !^ 
These relationships may be cooperative, as In the case of inter* -ri^l^^i^^l^ 
territorial collusion In a broad conspiracy, or close ftoilly Ues; orlli^^P^^ 
they may be inimical, stemming firom rivalry or the existeacs of 
an active vendetta * • ^V^H'^^'^tW'^S^^I*!^ 

Above the local level, territorial gangs sometimes appear, created 
by ambitious and powerful lockl chiefs. Above such territorial gangs ' - 
there Is no fixed hierarchy. Powerjful chiefs meet occasionally to: 
hold court or divide territories, and they often defer ultimately to 
a chief of supreme prestige. The Mafia system of administration ls^a^ 
primitive. The leader is the one with the "psychological drop, UiB^'^W^t 
the one who Instills the greateift tear of refusal to comply with bis iri^f 
wishes. \ ' . ■ 



Recently, Mafia crime has been accentuated and has become better 
organized in Palermo than it was formerly. The possibility exists ^ ^ 
that the Mafia in Sicily has begun to achieve greater centrallzatloii 
since the establishment in 1947 of the Sicilian regional aotooomy r ' 3;^^^ 
centered In Palermo* ■ ■ ''■'<^--^i^MMk 

7,- Mafia crimes have included murder, extortion, kidnapping, black* 
mall, smuggling (especially the smugi^lng of narcotics)^ labor ' ' 
racketeering, black-market operations, and many other crimes^ 
though the persistent emphasis over many decades has been mm 
the operation of a deadly protection racket* 





J 

Chief among MaHa niodi operanai are murder and Intlmidaaon, 
practiced upon victims, witnessoSf and all opposition. 

The Mafia is distinguished from crime in general in Sicily by Its 
traditional exclusiveness; close family ties among its adherents; 





car . 




Its consistent mtoHfe? operandi r-ths oulstaiMliBf^to^httSSS of ^iP^ 
Elements; and the lU'OclMty'Of smsll groups of Us sUmsnts^to: 
' domineer over nuch larger numbers of ottisr crtmixuUs^^ 

10» Some coordination exists between Mafia elements In 8icU]r and VMfi 
in the United States. Such coordination ham been most 'Stri^mglyi^" 
illustrated In the illicit international traffic In narcQUes«i|||«j^ 
been indicated in visits of certain hoodlums to Slcily.pi^or;^ 
attendance at the Apalachin, New York, meeting of hoodlums la' 
Kovember, 1957; in the passing of informatloD to the 6icUiaa;liafla^ 
by Maftosl In visits to Sicily; and in correspondence between 
elements in Sicily and those in the United States. Data currently 
available, however, falls to indicate that SicUy could be considiyu 

. ■ ' ■ ■' -••world headquarters" for the Mafia. 

11. The eradication of the Mafia in Sicily, attempted by lUlian auttiiw^ 
^ on repeated occasions, has never been successlUUy accompU^sd£ 
Reasons for their failure have included: (1) the infiltratioa of llSlliil 
elements and the reach of Mafia pressures into law enforcsmsnyiind^ 
high ^vernment circles; (2) the intimidation or elimination Of fff 
witnesses; (3) the traditional refusal of Mafiosi to confess thsir 
' crimes or to reveal the crimes of others; (4) the tradittooal'sn^j 
consequently chiefly tacit and understood nature of the MttftaSs- 
extortlonary pressures; (5) the institutional quality of ths^lfiafla^l 
i. e. , as known practitioners are suppressed^ new oppdrtimistsj 
favored by the perseverance of a conditioned pnbliCp especlaUy 11 
superstitious, poverty-stricken, and unenlightened elements^faad' 
those made vulnerable by adherence to ancient traditions of hostUl^ 
to the law; (6) the new, lucrative criminal opportunities that «nri< 
some Mafia leaders and increase their power; and (7) ths persantalj 
problem faced by the prosecutive authorities In attempting to'p|^mi 
that the Mafia as such is an illegal group. Although the Mafia ^^^^ 
presents the ostensible appearance of a single, cohesive soclety«|ilj 
has no written constitution, nor does it operate la formal fagbloal^ 
Admission is by informal understanding; advancsment is t^ prfsttf 
and self*lmposltlon. Prosecutive opportunities In the jMst^liai 
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^23 



reduced to provingrU) "Bubstaatlve crimes of lndlvidualtraa^«te,i 
(2) limited conspiracies. Vast and arbitrary P^^^'^^f^f^Jj*;,^- 
struck at large fragments of Its composition vithout effecUvely 
outlawing the Mafia as a whole movement or society. ; : ^--^ 

The Mafia persists in Sicily as the most vicious and 
racket fever to have been foisted and imposed upon the PubUC.l^J^i:|^^ 
To law enforcement, the Mafia presents the most deeply -^^i^^ 
entrenched and monstrous challenge ever ^^JiBVB^epi f^^^ 
from the underworld. ^ This challenge extends to law enforcement., ^ 
In the United States. T • j '-:0i^:^ 

...... ■ ■■■ . ■ ■ ■ '•■^$-^^*f'l^lM*f 
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S I. NATURE AND ORIG!NS OF THE MAFIA IN SICILY ^^ :^ 



19 

12 ^* Nature | ' 

13 " ~ 

1^4 Th ■'TTfia Ijns I'-' -j referred to variously as a ''deadly brotherhood, . 

15 • J , 

1° a "secret society, " or a "ti ln-.lnal organization. " Numerous observers have i 

j.( ■ j ■ . 

commrntpH, bownver, that th" Mafia i?^ not an organization at all, but a "type' 'i*'^: 

21 crlvrMnnlliy, ' or !\ "ph^.'^'' SlcJUan socii^V- '* ' ' 

22 

23 Rr-uccd to it? /^k.r, viito, as seen In tho points of view of the many 

25 obi-^rrvors v;lio br.vo attciri't-"! to pinpoint the nature of the Mafia for nearly. a ; 

" *- " ■" ■ ( 

crntury. It can b? raid that the Mafia consists of two basic features: • ^ 

29 ' 

30 (1) tr/i Mfir.nni Mu'-nl on the psrt o? some Sicilians to cooperate < 

31 \' ith \hr Inv , plu^ ? ?' Terence for private systems of revenge and self- ! 

32 povernriont; an i 

33 ,i . 

3^ (?) Thoso vbo ar ^ most deeply imbu' d v lth these views, are f 

35 

criminal conspirj^cif - o^^ all varieties, and under local chiefs seek to : ■ |* -' 

' " '^^tabU-'-h p tyrrnMy ov r both criminal aivl legitimate affairs for the | 

39 pov rr rnd profit to b^ .V rlvcd thrrcfroiv. 

^1 Th" tr.T'"!iUor,-l r "-.^-^ t the Mrjria p-j nnits It to operate .often in tacit 
^2 
^3 

^5 
US 
^7 

US th'^ npprairnrr of .To!i'^lrlty I'cvraled In cloFi:* fan^Hy llci?: and the use of similar 

50 forn^ulae of sctlon, oft m pi' ;j l^'afia groiip^^ ihv. fM'inblance of one vast criminal ■ 
51 

.52 

•53 -V . . 
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fr^'iflon. Th\ } fri»-tor, i lu". T'* r-nr?? of fllonrn r>i!iorod to by those who follow the 
Mori"" tradition; the r :}^trjr - of -owe criinlM H conspiracies among Its adherents; 



.1 



i '* 

! \\ 

■it 1 

r 



I ■ i < 

e I cr e t F or i r 1 y . Wh ether tho Ma f I a c an be pinpointed to the e xt ent of j 

10 ' .... .j,, 

ifinritifyiiir; it ns an iUt/pnl cruui) ot t collection of Ulcpsl groupings I 

12 ■ " I 

lii3)rchr f,'> p' or^'icc- afrari'-* M "x 'Tm } inw i? rtUl o.n open question. ' 

1^ 1 

'1^1^; foUov/i'i;; accoMut of it;j .'lUeg^^r^ crij;inn and (level op ni ent n^.ay contain j \ 

ej'gaients of posslbV^ value in aos^'Hf.-Ing the status of the Mafia as an 

iHOgal It n ay be ni '."'^ in ^ ' -p-v^^^j hov rv^r, ^hul p.t this time the 

21 

R?'?fiR (M) p!'." ^ S''^r\ ' r^/.i ' rip^^!''? ' f ^rpis vbllo n^. the snine time It does ' 
23 

' 2U .... * 

r^^ con'-iDt'iic m ri^p-jlPr reci^t ;'?*7 or opon, conventional -type ; 

26 . ' . I 

organization. 

:?8 . 

iF£9 Ori^lTjs 

30 - - -■ ; 

^ij T. ?rcnd among: tho Si?ili?.n people 1$ SRid to hold that the Mafia 

35 

tg^an as a n rret porlety of Uborr.Mon poveral centuries ago, aimed at f 

.37 - i 

cdS^rthro-* in/^ the opnr-^snH"^ forolr-i nil r-rn of t»>? islrnd of Sicily. Those. ■ 

39 ' ' 

hoi d t li I oplnl oTi ere n r ? U y h ;i v - j i.r It f I e d i \ p v - r r Ing I hat th e Mafia 

llhiv bi-rAurr r» soci-ty of cr;::-to.I .(100-42303-274, p, 1; 62-81093-30X, p. 3; 
l^^ 100-42303-297) 

1*5 2. A Tijcret Society of i^v^on^^ors 



^7 fone ^o r c'^'s ntt^nipt t" tiacc the ^T?.fia tr orljjlns In the Beat! Paoli , 



^^anciont H'^lllnn f>c*crrt :lrty ?\zn known a'^ tho ' Avengers." This society, 
^5ich uiay hi/c be?n actlvp In rjcrv ns recently as the 19th Century, allegedly 

53 ; (3) r 

(f'.M/oted U.'^olf In large part to tho ji-ranslnatlon of unpopular magistrates. 

'55 

56 2 ^ 
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7 

8 ^» ^ Natural PrsuU of r oHttcal an^f rconom ic Forces' 

1-0 J* \r tron'^rnUv ^/i.->?^ that, ncjiy''" fof^lf^i rulefs were oppressive 

JLX 

^1 ^ r ? or i-- ny -r r-t i ,^ p,,'! ti^;:t !n Mi'^ Hn^l analysis the Mafia vas an 

3^15 t>:1^^^■i^"^l r f f?<ir- tri:^- tiio. ^t- rourrrc tro.c^ tt^*^ origins of the Mafia no 

16 ; 

17 furttKT back than tho nertcvi of nourbon rv\^ In ?lrlly (1735-1860), Others sea 

18 

■» 9 'T-ifir* n*^ >pvfn<7 ir rj\ rn ' \y j\ ro'-rf j^tj on of clr cumstances which 

20 

^j- nrnn ti'Mrif- f nr n tM:>Uv ' r*;t*^ct of ^^-illnp hintorv. In the absence of 

23 . , ^ 

2U pr^=:ci^ '^ ^ncA puthorit'^tlv':' nf ' of thr- orir'" pnci history of the Mafia/ and In- 

25 

26 vlRv of t'-'^ rncurrrrl .stntoTvnpt that the MpHs Is a .Sicilian Institution with deep 

27 ~ I 

■ '^^ ro< in t^? T?^o ^ri' rsr r an<^ tr^'Utloni? of the Sicilian people, a 

29 

•50 

bp"^'^ 1. ni br^ p ....r-itr.T ,-' fi . i-out!rr>i o.-np-Mvif forres that seem to 

32 

33 havr^, f)y tbp)r ronfhj'r.cn^ ir -V^of' th£? phrrnr.^rnQrj |;.no\vn a.o the Mafia. 

34 . ' 

35 a. BacVfrro'Ki^: 'h? T'^innd of Tlrfly and r ts Early History f 

37 - '^jriiv, -M-,v)fr.i'- Mr i- »^tH ?|. - ni^r of the State of 'Vermont, \ 

II U*'" i'v^t to- f r Hi" M'-n ! v.^t. It v ap Inhnbited before the dawn of 

1*2 historv, Iho '^Jirll*>5t Inh^blf-^ I Ing said to l^^ve been the primitive tribes of 
thP rjvml, Slranl, 

'45 

{[^ Th'' position of th^ U ]iry\ lyinp f)f- T; loc? .^Stride ancient sea routes 

of tr-* »f-, - :p»'v ptl<^T-. -^itI ro" iti-rt. clrnv 1 f iv -r;;- ion of iliffrrent peoples to 

50 
51 
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53 -3. i 

•36 1 
57 .! 
58 

59 

60 - 



,7 
' 8 

ltB9='hores. About 1, 00*) B.C., tho rboenicUns settled In the wefltern part of 

^hWjislan(i at ranormous (nor Paler mo). The Carthat^lnlanis founded towns in 
12 

the^|r€a no.v Vnnun as Trnpanl, rs-nv ^^?ir-rnio. On th« east and southeast 
r:OY^s, the Greeks founded .Syrncu^'^, Catnnla, and the city now known as 
Metftlna. 

20 Aftrr thr ^rr^^ Pitnic \' ?v (^n B. C.) the Romans founded great . 
lar^^d ostntc.^ nrrons the Sicilian coii^^fryRl^i. It v n«! upon th^-se landed 

?8^es ani others foundc i later jtuI'M' Norman rule that the Mafia was to 

'26 

tateishapp. 

: ?8 . 

vM ClKi r r>.rt > i f tt < r q of Karl y It^ilin Sioc lety 
?p Italirfn Rclety v;^»r, hlr t.ox i':n!(.y dUidr^d in*o a nun^ber of diverse 

DO^^lcal units, each v Hh itr; cv n n ^inlnirlrativG syr tCTn, economic and cultural 

35 (64-35693-233-10, p. 53-1) 

paa6rns, and prides and projuJIfps. Those poll ti ml divisions were further 

37 

ge|§^cnti''l by the frcre!. : oci^tko, " -roclPHons, nn^ 'Z^^^Z''' ^-^^^ abounded In ■ 
3aj^ Roman tliu^s and v.or'^ to v-> fonri througho'it the pnttern of Sicilian 
hlil^yry. '■'^any of tti'^'^e r^^rr-^t *':! ouptn rrj v ore fi«Tid to havfr rev/;aled aspects 
of Mutual nf^fff'^tf^nc^ protr:'^tlo'\ ar.'^ | :o^*r. Th'^ T/pfia if? said to reveal 



ih^^^Hor r]iPrartr»n Hr.^, v ^il^'h t/?n'l to trf vc at l*^^,?! partial support to the 

th(^y thai lhf» Mafl-x d'^v'iop»n'^» t rv^p" ^-^^ntod the evp^dtont interaction of a 
51 

nu5:#jer of local senrl ar^-orir^t'ont- of tho more domineering variety. 
53 
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"1 
2 

3 
U 

5 
6 
7 

^8 

i 9^ c. A Succcaslon of Oppreaslve Foreign Rnlera 1 

' ^2 ^ Puc;cen.rfJ?n of other conquerors, Including the Byzantines, the Arab*, 

13 '■' 
•yi^ onci tho Normans foUnv.'od. Hio Normans founded additional feudal estates and 

15 (4) 

16 Increased the oppresfnon the peasants who lived upon them. 

17 

.18 d. The 'Sicilian Vespers, " A. D. 1282 vMj 

].^9 ' 

The MnpOD*'inr rule of the French In the 13th Century brought about aa 

22 (100-42303-297) I, 

23 Mprlslng of the Sicilian people \n 1282. This nprinlng, the so-called "Sicilian - 

25 Veppers, " was char? cterl red by mass assa!3slnatfons of French soldiers ! . 

(4)- 

27 garrisoned in Sicily and sj^nnbollzed the PlclUan desire for Independence, 

r- 

e, jArce'3lral MnfioRl j 



•?8 

29 
30 
31 

32 A recent d/ cowt of Mafia history traces the rise of the Mafia to the 

33 

3^ a-tlvlties of "car^^takors" of the landed estates in Sicily in the 13th Century, j 

.35 [ 

3^ In Norman times the feudal borons used tax collectors to collect tha , ' 

37 - r-? 

c'.^stoninry tributf^ fi rm ihr pojisarits. 7 he tar collector a formed the custom Of ^" 

^0 ' . 

i4l fitoallni^ from their rmter«, especially from the peasants. Under Aragon 

U2 ' ■ 

^3 rule, established shortly after tho uprislnrr of 12B2, the power of the feudal 

nn 

lords is ff aid to havf» inrref f^ed. fTany of them went to live in Palermo^ Messina, 

iig Italy proper, or Sp9if\ Th^y entrusted the care of their estates to the tax 

50 collectors and to vlrvl'^nt an.*, mercllesn JndlvHualfi v*ho were to act as guards. 
51 
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2 

3 
U 

5 

J The "gunrdianG * were allegedly a set of rof^ues and paraaltes who 

'8 

fp^lowed the custom of their masters in giving hospitality to roaming briganda^ 

aruli^lnstructe?.! them *o commit crimes against their enemies, Tha "guardians** 

12 

ai^^tax collcrtors, accordln:^ to thin account, increased each year the amount 

w^|held for their personal use fro -.i the taxes they collected from the peasants* 

- 17 

18 Thene possible ancestors of the Mafiosi (as Mafia adherenta ara 
Cf^feci) are fipid to have j^^ined f:irces with "guardians" of neighboring estates 

21 

in2^imJnal vrntures. In order to protect their interests they followed the 

ci^^om of their Tpanish PMstors, using a type of inquisition to dispose of 

" 26 

r^nious persants. Tlic nobles are said to have often favored the use of this 

;?8 . (6) 

ssiiem. 



32 ^ • r ^'^U-'* ' " ' ' ' '^i* ^ uler the Dour! >ons_ 
33 

3J4 The majority o*: throrlcn concerning the rise of the Mafia attribute Its 

35 

oxi^n to the untrustworthy system of lav; enforcement which prevailed under the 
B<||rbonUlnso (A,D. 173r)-1800) 

51 W Plsoraor in the E arl y 19th Century 
U2 

1^3 A number of complicrteil ctrcunstances were involved In the confusion 
ai^liawlensncsn that prcviile j !n riclly In the late l'?th nntt early 19th centuries, 

A^Jjirt of the ^'fan^jdom of the Two rirlMcs" (includ^n;^ thn southern portion of 

US 
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51 
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.1 • . !■'■ 

2 • ' ; * 
3 

k i 
5 

g the ^IMian p nJjiaulri a at? tlio island of Sicily) » legal matters relating to tbe iBUkfAt 

.7 .-. . . . . . ^'.'.'-i-l 

5 were hanaieii ttirougli Naples, the principal seat ol goverameat. Thia legal 

i9 (100-42303-306, enclosure, p. 1.7)/ 

[10 pnwcr, It Is saiti, cli ' not roach Sicily satisfactorily. j 

, ^ To add to Uvi p-jblic confusion, Mapoieoa Bonaparte invaded South I 

25 Ttity J.n 1796 ami conducted a military campaign wlilch lasted until 1797, The T:' ' 

17 f'iciiian co*t*ryFide became a scene of brigandage and disorder. j V 

18 • ■■■ -f-;^*- 



9 (2) Corrupt J'ollce Groups 

20 • — - 

21 

22 I -'-- r 'v»rbon n^^UL ) ii^.(X created x^jlice groups, "armed companies*^ 

2U wiilch 9/ere cliar ced with n:i:Alutalnlng public order, but counted among their 

'2^3 . 

.27- (9) 

2^ ' coU ^slon with I'T^lr r»:)urb^«a ni«Tster8 to coirivilt crimes themselves. 

30 ! 
•^1 (. ) i ^Mu; vi '1 IjJiIl to Locril People 

32 

33 r,M)lic ordi>r war. In eUoct lelt to tlu local people. They are said to 

3^^ ! 

3^ (100-42303-306, end., p. l7) •. 

It ha?» been f -li'J thiU th2 uia derived froni this unofficial system of "Juries. '| 

39 

.('?.) G iirdj ' ere Hired i ' o J rotect the Estates 

^2 O'l the grn'^t lam?: J cPtiiites, tht> gabdlloLti, wealthy entrepreneurs 

^3 

who rontOLl tli'j cntat.is fron* f.hQir abQL^ntt?*^ Uvf/ners and sublet the landfi to the 

il5 " " " ' ' 

p'jasimtry* Iiad b?corruj In cltoct a rural ralluii^ cUsb. They were usually linked 

i\g to Pafermo, *vhere rents v.r»o paid and 'I'.xJ^iious were made. To maintain their 

50 
51 
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va 



6 
7 

pngt/er and protect thotr Interests tboy recruited bodies of armed followers, 

19 

marflsr of \\'hom were bandits nnd profesRional outlawB. The "armed companies** 
of We Bourbon police are said to hrtve accomplished little in the way of law 

en^^cement other than in pereuadlno; these outlaws to plunder outside the 

16 , , (10) 

irg^7 each commanded in exchange for local sanctuary. 

I 9 On*^ familiar theory bclr!r, th?it the early Mafia groups Tsrere formed 

(11) 

Trc?^ the "nrn''ed compnv\ics" thennpf^lvcn. Another avers that the early Mafia 

23 (12) 
^ijTiade up of the private police forcoa on the Rreat landod estates. Still 

fn<^0er view favors the U!ceUhoo<l thrrt Mafia elementfl ^-ere to be found in each 

27 

)f thS^se f^roupn. 
29 * 

(5) Th^ 'j^IiLT^^ ^'^^lV ^^^vo B ecome t'h''i Mafia 

32 

22 Hjp possibility that the piivnte police (orrrp on the landed estates 

erj^able to assume the control over local affairs both criminal and legitimate 

'36 

lafi^ characteristic of the ^'-^fi^, nr>'.J thus fornr'^1 th-^ fir 'it ?.''afla groups, ts 
38 

ih^ced by sever /il factors. 7he lan^'rd estates repr'^sented local patronage 
111 

/eijf^B, vith the chief patron? b'^lnfc th^^ fyabeUotti, or in the event of a 
^3 

?sl((trnnaM'lholdcr, the land^^ V'^i-^r hlnifielf. In this «em!f«ur!al ej'Stem, the 

ncijf^ cfitates became local r'roni^ points. Their locnl pntronagc systems 
*4 7 

iu?jj^1 persons in the vicinity to doplrr or find it exp^^'Ment to place themselvcB 

50 
51 
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' 1 

2 V.'' v..^ ; » 

3 
i| 

5 
6 

.7 _ 
I 9 under their protection and partake of their influence. Centuries of experleace|\v%: 

* 11 v.ith opprcp^'ion by the central government as represented in the rule of foreig^ 

J3 tyrants their viceroys, and with the untrustworthy adminietratlon Of public 

IS ' 
justice, had encouraged In the Sicilian people a traditional hostility to the law^ 

18 a refusal to cooperate with enforcers of public law, and a tendency to seek . L^^$. 

20 elf/^v;h'?ro for ^^npremp n-.^thorlty, ' -* 

21 

For the rural population, this autborlty was found on the great landed . 

2ii ^ • 

25 estates in the persons of the landowners or their gabellottl . The landowner A 

■26 • ■ j.'X 

27 ~ or the gabellotto, with his body of armed followers, represented the apex of . ; ' 

> 78 . T| 

29 vlnlble pov or pnd authority for all who resided In the area. In fact, in the t 

30 I 

prevnlont '^l)r.?ncc of any oU^^r form of constant power, such a 8trong*arm 

33 ■ 
314 group was in reality the law and its enforcers in one body. Hie landowners [' ■• 

35 ' ' I 

36 and their ^angs controlled life to suit themselves in the rural communities in f ' 

,■37 . i 
38 v,hi'Ji tliey - r e to bo f'^'ip F;nch landowner and gabellotto also had his own j 

JJJ notv;ork of Inauentinl roi)t«'H«i In Falermo, the capital. ^^^^ 

113 (G) rhe J'lnt'J^ a s an Early "Protection Racket " 

*4 5 The gnng*^ Ihomp-h pf?, for in essence that is what they amounted to^ 

1*6 

f J vvex «: a pG{ »Ular compromise form of government, and as later developments 

provod—a dondly one. 71) ry eliminated interlopers and held monopoly by force. 

51 
52 

53 ■ ^ 
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Jhey forn ed a primitive but effective "protection rackety " having as 

19 

tOrgets thr? peasant*! and oth^r tomnts within the area, and even the 



^^downerr- tho^isrivos. Thoix dr'viand*! were enforced in a reign ot 

^:^ror. Although it did not acquire its familiar name until the latter part 

16 

a!7the 18th Century, this netv;ork of gangs Is said by some sources to 

18 

i fl^e rcprf^'^'^nfor^ t^'? orl<v?nil '^i^^ ». This theory of f^Tafla origin holds 

20 

^^t tho ;^ro^'^ Ui V^" \b"'^n^."' of :?nY othDr fcr-^*! of constant power 

^5 the control of coTnmunity life t?y a system o£ g^ngj?, secret In the sease - 
t^Sii they were offici.iUy iv^rocos^yUfr^'l^ (1^) 

• ?8 . n) ^ uhiic C; InioTi ^'ly fiive Favored t'^e I^arly ftfaiia^ 

Thr^xi h'^ been roirio irMcailon that tiie public was not completely 

31 

g^stile to ihryn'y g?A\tz3 and "viy Ii"" '■ f y^i'.red them to some degree* They 
3^ 

gSpresonted local governrnont a.nO i /cal protection, though the price was 

= 36 

.6feh. -Th'>v r v'^bill^«f? n'^n-ro-o- t ition with the luted constituted authority 

govorr)vnrr: '. of t>n T3cyr'>'.>nfj< Hi^.y not only victimized the I'Oor, but 

n ■ . 

q^oatc'' Mv* rrbbr l Iho rich wU, tivis perhaps PitlrrfylTig a general 

^*3 

tt^sire on th? fart of the oi; rr-sn? ' i^mnte for reven;^'? afjahist their 

l^althy ma tcrs. 'Xhey may havo occasionally furnished the framework 
lift 

ggrevol'!tlonni\v c rgmiriaUon, [\^h>^y\^ a coloration of patriotism and further 

50 
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1 

2 
3 

5 

6 . / , 

.7 • . 

' 8 preetlge in the public mind. Certainly they epitomized the general resentment i. '4 

! 9 ftt^ 

\ of the people ?5ain«t the Pourbon regime. Despite their cuetomftrlly violent ' ! 

J. J. I 

practif rfl, the public shleldnd thorn against legal punishment. Duly constituted j . 

1J4 i ■ 

15 authorities attoniptin:? to investlpnte crimes v/ere met by a solidarity Of ^ 

•17 silence.! / 
.18 

■pn C^) Aliened Cooperation t^et^vec n Local Gangs: The Mafia 

22 

23 One student of Mil fin hi.storj^, v ho^c opinion Is tacitly supported by 

2^ - ... 

25 several other sources, has pc'intod out that the Mafia was never a single secret 



•26 

27 ^ soclfity, centrally organi?;rr^ like the Neapolitan criminal organization known as^^ 

29 ' f ^" 

the ''amorra, ♦ but a loenl ,^nfl rural phenoinenon. It was composed of a network 

51 ' 

32 or loc ni pa^'^s f^^f'i contM Hi!)!? rncl pUmHrrint? n, certain territory, and linked ' 

33 ■■ \ 
3^ to^jetber by fluctuating bonrb of rivalry and common Interest. When expedient] 

35 ■ ! 

to do so, th^^se gangs "woulf' collaborate, permitting passage of stolen cattle^ fi^^.^' 

^ c '.airpU*, ln*a other terrlte ic^ ^ here they could be disposed of without being f 

in /I £!\ 

lil ic'entifled bv their ov.-n/^rc.'^^"' 
i42 

jj3 (?. Gangs with I'atrlotic Col or r Hon 

]j| The poUttcpi. r^UiTTfion is sali to hove become increasingly complicated 

ii3 in the early 19th Certury. The Mazzlnl br embers and Giuseppe Garibaldi, 

50 IfJilla'i patriots v. ho « rr ? dec?! ted to the unification of Italy and the overthrow 

51 

52 

53 ♦Or like the Com muni rt Party Is today. [ ^ 

[55 . - 11 . - 

» ■ 



5 

^jf the Dourhons, '^oveloped eecrct societies. The Carbonari ^ a secret society 

o 

i ^ iiberation, is cnld to have spref\fl Ub iniluence Into Sicily in about 1818, 

' 10 

" ri»vornl of tlie soc ot ???noclation." H"^t v/ere to bt*. found in Sicily in great 

12 

ii^imbOT f^ t:"^^': on V:i prpcclr; rl r ^/^^'-r of li!) ^rp»i»)r.. Son7o elements of the 

J^ingB thri: v.cre to bo luijvrd \:\tc [Uq ?/a(ir. r.ro raid to have joined the 

^^rbonnrl, tbclr ailof^pj purpof3pr having; been to r'^Q\ whatever profit or 
-9 ' (I'O 

^Qunclor i'lp n'vriT''irt.n.Ttc«9 ^a'ouT'' '>p-*'' . The r^nlllr.'i rpirit of Independence 
21 

2-3ivo ri.r-^ *'i rV)^^i"\? -rvoMr.? i!\ ' • ri^'^j^Jn In 1"^''/^ IS^^l^ ajjalnst the 

II (18) - . 

^^jurbon r ?:^ijuc. 

■ 26 

2 7 ~ • • i:s tablic!hment oC_ r ^ ■no polics of rov/cr by Certain Gangs 

29 

30 .'"bron'^o f^f firfc^f' ''t.oTiis o( in'.hllc nafety and order, 

31 . . I 

^^ipeclnlly in. the I'^n'ioJ b^twcon t''" nn; oleonlc invnrdons of the latter part of 

|§e 10th Century, find the unlficntJr'^ Italy In 1G80, I.e., about 1800-1860, 

36 

37nvcr-pad "Mthoi Jfv ircncraJIv rc-^^ \ In those v/ho could establish them for 
38 

^^emfioJvcG by InnnonrG, crnft, » force. It hps already been shown how 

Jj^ich rural pnv;cr rronjis oprralo J tl^c landed estates. The towns as " 
^3 

Ut»ell were pln<ruc(» 'vUh lornl "brn^'-cr hoods, " as a letter allegedly written In 
^33 Is srfd to hp.vQ rcvonled, 
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■i ^ o 

2 
3 

^ i 
^ P^etro Ulloa, Attorney General of Trapani^ Slcilyi is said to hav« ^^1 

; ^ written to the Bourbon Minister of Justice of Paris on August S» 1838» Ulloa.. j ; 

ao ' * '■!"■ 

' J.X aUefsecUy pointed out. In prrt, that there were "brotherhoods" In various townSi 

12 I ■ 

13 T{iero were about seven "pnrtles" which did not hold meetings and which bad i ^ 

l^i . - 

only ono thing In common: one leader. Here, said UUoa, he may be a land* 

'17 

owner, elsewhere he may b'S a priest. One treasury was said to serve all . '^ 

h9 -i ' 

20 th-^ir piirpopef?, ^ pprn'>p.?p mJrrht vary from exonerating an official to 

.21 

22 rntn1?^'T hJm, or to riTl^'iH^ an innocent man. 7 he people, said Ulloa, had conqjie,;. , 
to an a^^rpement with the criminals. When robberies occurred, mediators - i 

^26 

27 * appeared who trie^J to p:ot the stolen objects back. Many high magistrates -V'-^ 
:?8 . i 

29 protertei these '•broHi'^rhonrirt, •* pupU as on** ?^carlata, a judge of the Supreme 

30 ! 

31 Civi) Court of L-n)' i"»^vi, i rtrprufsa, a hiph nT^g^lPtrate. It was not possible tO 

32 . : j 
31 

^ij get clvUnm policemen to pptrol the streets and it wa-s not possible to find • 

3^ ^ \ ' 

36 witnorof^B to crimes committed In broad daylight. In the heart d Sicily^ pablieT - 

i37 - . , 

38 of tic en were for cale, pn-lj" tico wac corrupteJ. Since 182Q the people had been 

\V (19) 

JJJ *'up in r^rms.*' . . 

^2 

143 Co!ifuelon moimted op tjie Boyirbon rnthorlties attempted to crush the 

1*5 Car»jonari movement, f^owevcrj Garibaldi succeeded in invading Sicily from ths 

J* 7 south In May, 1860, and with th?* help of the Cprbonarl drove the Bourbons ottt 
ii9 i^"^ 
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olsiclly. ?lnce 1869, Sicily has been a part of Italy, though under the terms 

oLthn ItaMnn consUtntlon of 1017 It is knov^Ti as an autonomous region with 

12 (21) 
P^^rmo ?=; the capital, 

i. The Kniergcncg of f avncss Tradition and Groups Epitomizing It 

■ 17 

3^9 .^omc sources favor the gradual emergence of two related phenomena 

ii^aicUlan history vhlrh token tot: jthcr ?x v. referred to as the Mafia. 

21 

22 (1 ) 1, ?, V I s P Tr acUt I on (Qi); J erta) 

2^ The first j^hf:nom'inon v>n? of tv o parts: the popular sentiment of 

26 

hpTtility to lhf> la^^, developod in ?>l'^lly over many centurlee at least In part 

?8 . 

R?9a re?:'jlt of mlFruU% and ihr calPTnlto'is results of this sentiment in action. 

30 (22) 

\^^bstGr''3 dictionary has tl'^ftnni His a-^rrict as foUov «?: 
35 

l^ "hx Hclly, the pon-iinr p-ntln^rnt of hostility to the law, leading 

to refusal to bear v Une«'j In case of crime, and hence to ' ' 

'36 frequent violent crluies, csp. against persons, as officers, » 

37 . ^' ho h3vc incurrer^ )"opu'irr di^rplcasure, . , . " 4 
'38 . , 

39 Ev th" 19th C^'ntnrv a co?MnU(':>tod trpdUion had developed In 

^0 

fjj^lly, Ufi core bcin[; this p rulai utiru ut of hostility to the law. The . 
^3 

tf Jdltion, knov»n as omcrta, * became virtually unwritten law among numerous 

fiC^iltane. j^rrordlng to its t: nets, the citizen hai th'^se obligations: 

*^rom SicHlan OMl, iran. Orn erta is RliU knovn to Italians and Sicilians as a 

5^ncrpf .nimiuFto ' honor an on.Tlblevcs, " a kind of underworld solidarity. 

51 (John Colaneri, Tr. Sect. 4-3-58) 
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(1) N' vor lo cjpply for Justico to legal authorities; * I 

■ ■ i 

(2) Never to QiiBiBi in the detection of crime against oneself or others ' | 
(evea while dyings the victim of an assailant was never to reveal to { 

th^ authorities the identity of his attacker); \ 

(2) Mu'^iys to ; }riint.rln nilT-nco in t^i^^ event of a crlmei refusing to ! 
report crinncs to authoritieSf or bear witness to them; and 



(4) Always to reserve the right of vendetta (the taking of personal 'I 
Ycngerjice) to the victims, their families, or their friends. v ^^ 

(23) 

Ju Its i rpf'^rcnl ojvfri^tlon, this trarlitlonal code resulted In an 

orXtQwAy hl^rh inur '^v r^U*. In F'f"Mj, cblofly from motives of vengeance; and 

widespread brigrjidrro v.hlr'i operated unclor the protective shield of omerta. ' t 

(24) /:i 

(2) Groui>P FpUoroizlnc the lawless Tradition , . V . ' 

Vr Rbstor* ffi ' ^ «f in U » "M CO') auef; by f^e?;cr J blng the other phenomenon ' 

Y ':'rb U'::etl"^i w*'!', V*'^. <"iiril of Iv^rtlUty tn f'v? Ir-v composes the two meanings 

(25) 

of vr^rd tdi^. i 

i 

. , aJro, tho body dl persons imbvted wJth this sentiment which | 
in the cournc of time became a secret f^oclety of loose but * V 

v/ldejpread orffan'?:aUo!>. " • I 

There 'tap b'^cn ct> itln'if'l debatf? nn^ong observers of the Mafia 
coTiccrning U'C ueo of the ^rfju'^rl'^ ' ^ pref-piorj "sori et sarSety" in referring to 
the ? -?>iir.. The i^.m "secret noci' ty" Inipli'^s to rf>mo persons a quality of 
fornir»l orjjanlsat^jn v.hlch hn-^ nevor bocn p/'c" v^il es^lnblishcd ^vlth reference 



.7 

tp^he Mafia. There can be little doubt, however, that a number of Sicilians 

10 

byi.tjh<^'r l" ' !*^:^'^ arttvltln*?, and ron spiracles did epiton)l7.e the omerta 
12 

tri3ition (rplr-^ i to its hJphf'^Pt oxponont nn^l us'^'i 3i a perverted code of 
1^ 

hcj-l^r an*"! ^'U^'^MpUn-?) an*:^ thnt the. so pr^j sons were eventually referred to as 
M^^losi, Rnd th?lr prouplngfl as the Mafia. 
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1 - ■) ■ I 

3 ; . 

u . : 

5 

6 . 

7 . :,; 

9 n. T HE neo' s: mafia is named, acclaimed, opposed j 

2 2 A. ' or^v.ord , 
13 

t o precifjo link Im-- b?en efitabUfO.i-H b'^tv.oon the name "Mafia" and ; 

15 J ■ 

liic ftf oupi;^, pentlnionts, ?av\ practices to v.iiich it refers. One theory Indlcatiag • 

18 . - ^ • 

nov TvTpfia ni:'v h?^vr n'-qiTlrrcl its iiamo Is ^^X. out below. 

20 

21 P. ■ 'afb Kt3'n!OlO!ry I'- t;:;.srurf> 
22 

^3 \hc (Jet ivnUon of tne term "Mafia" hSR been tentatively traced to such* 

25 " ' 

2g widely 'U verse orifijins as th?^ name of an ;Arftb tribe anciently settled in Palerqao; 

27* ' - 

73 , Trrnch v;or df? nif'rin^TfT "tr> r'. -'our, " and "the dovll"; the geographical expretisfon 

29 ■ 

30 ' Vipri-, J ' rorrin^r to th'< j intninous abocl" of certPln S^lclllan bandits: and the 
31 

jnJli^l U tt rr, of li.'li'))! in nitrlbutTrl to GluKoppo Mazzlnl, 19th--Century 

3^ ! 

315 Itallrn {'nti iot, v hich trnn nn.toci means "Mazzini authorizes theft, arson, and j, 

37 poiro.fn,,-(26, 27,28) J 

38 I 

39 Trior to T'^'i'), v pt Mnfla v p.'^ a f-clJoni~heard expression in the 
^0 



^2 



of th^ ^ rntiirv ' '^'^ of <'o irr^- ronr*itlonr'' by t*ir rnce eJcp^?^lGnce of the 



"^IrU^:^!! Vi^lrrt. " > y\ w: ' ^ ( t rnlnfT r> n ii is said to have iTrai piled true 

C')v''^f5,f I'll nianlin''P. ' 

^6 i lio ir«'"3?np<^ n ^ rt arage nnti iv :iiilinoras to the average Sicilian 

^47 
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5 ! 
SiJ^lUan ijeoplo, v/hlrh liacJ been perennially bitter, Uocourtje to legal authority !u ; 

8 I • 

ifi^aBes of persecution by private enemies was thought to be a aymptom of i f P 

v^ericnesB^ nlmost of cowardice. It was an exaggeration of the sentiment, 

12 

hl^^DricaUy more or less corn m on among latin peoples, that to appeal to 
laj|againet oUonsos Involving perroaal insult Is unmanly, and that the duel 
isi^e proper means of recovering inet honor. Adherents of the Mat la, boweveri, ^ 
e;|i3uided mnnyfold the 55cope of offrnsos they considered to imply personal 

ln||lt. Common theft, for eramplo, v;as considered a sifjn of lack of respect 

2h ■ - 

iD|'^:atIng that the thief did not fear vengeance. The theft must be avenged 

26 

bjE personal action, or by the vengeance of relatives or friends. Obedience to _^ 

th^^pervcrtc J code of honor hno^vn om erta was said to have been another 

(30) 

h<^j)lc p.ivf nrnly cliPiactor*^M,c. the evolution of the word "Mafia" 
cg^lnucd It came to connoto behavior v.hlch Is lawless, violent, brutal, 

aiSC evil. ■ 

;37 - "j v 

C^^ 1803: A l lay jPOtUlarlzcd 1^ • | 

It v;j»(3 in the cUmrte of tMn ^'•^ngerous set of values that a play 

a^jy^ared in l alermo in ir>r?3 entitle i: I. ?^af iusl della Vicarla. " Vicaria 

^^n^S the threat prison of Pp J rr mo; tho F. '^Husl (more common spelling 
he 

"l^'^tioBl") v/orc prlsonerG, v ho diu itn *he course of the drama demonstrated 

50 
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physical audacity In knife duels. A 19th -Century, English translattim of the 

1 

• t 

tltto o( thlG play, I. e, , "Fprocis of the Ponltontiary, " serves to Indicate the j 



x± 
12 

13 ho?ior vUh vhlcb thr'^? 'Ir roir" prisoners v or? recjarded. The play became 
IM 

15 ^ <ir omrly popuJ?r, tourln^ Italy and SlcUy In an extended run of over three 
l6 

thousand perfornTances. In this way the words Mafia and Mafiosl entered the 

20 connrnOTt ftpofjch of SirKy, p»\'t of Italy ap well. 

22 T\ M-ifia rirRl Defined a-; 'Bravado" 

23 , 

. 2^ In the first krov n attempt to define "Mafia, " Tralna*s Sictllan*Itallan 

26 
27' 



Blctlonrry, published in 1868, pointed out that the term **Mafla" was a neologism , 



' . (32) ■ 

29 (new expression) mcanlnjr ' ravado. ! 

30 i 

31 F. MaflosI Dcclnrnrj "pni tirans^ by the Italian Authorities 

33 i^fter the liberoHon of Sicily from the yoke of the Bourbons, the j 

35 

r^g collaboration of some Mafior-i in the Carbonari which had perhaps aided the / 

: 37 - ■ 

38 dov.nflU of the T^ouriH>nf; v - ~ e.lv^n r^copnU.ion by tho new Italian Government. ) 
39 

^0 Most of the Maflosi v rrr. -inred to h?vo been "partisans." With this 
1*1 

prepif pjr behind them some 'Tafia leaders vrrt to the new parliament and the 

liU (33) 
parli.Tmrntarlans arr-'pted th*^m with honor. 

U7 T.. M.nfla Cringes MullipU-d 
48 ~ 

^9 ^fra^rhIle, an ihr Ir leader*? worf br inR HonlTcd in the new parliament, 

50 

other Mn^lo"! are sait^ to hp.To redoubled their crin7inal activities. Murders and 

■ 

53 if 
h5 

56 ' 



3 
i\ 

5 
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^ the old Mafia as the 'Stuppagghiarl" C'stoppers''). The "etoppers" not only 

: 

12 

13 conltnij'^d to enier^re a rtroncrer ?>nd lncr(?a.?ingly terrible tyranny over 



m]^6 to best the Mafin but In time joined forces with it. Thus the Mafia i 

(35) 



}^ SlciUnn nf fairs. 

16 I ■■ . ■ 

17 i ' 
H. The Mafia Spread a cros s Sicily 

20 Tboso w^o adh^rei to tl'o Mafia attitude and conduct were of many 

21 

22 d'>rrf^^s, o^tr>n''Unn: Uito v^o^i f^ocl^^l classef?, though Mada was most firmly ' 

23 ^ ' 

Vl establi^hod In the rural '^roTi among peasants and the large landholders.- The .[ V 

27 - attitude and conduct had many adherents in western Sicily (e.g., especially in ' 

29 the proxincen of ralorirf\ Tr^rml, ^prlp^ontn^ and Calfanirfsetta) but fewer in 

30 • ; 

31 th'' oastorn province.'!. ]>i vl rtyally nil are<(S of Sclly, there were some Mafia 

1^ alhorn^^tr* by th? latter p^rt the 19th Crntury. j 

35 I 

36 It must noi^d th-^t in the beginning persons with Mafia sentiments f 

. 37 - ' 
38 did nnt nocesparily consider th'^msrlves criminals, nor did they all. necessarily, 

39 

ki 

^3 statutory law. Their cortarf^ ^vith criminal? it is paid were usually motivated by 

1^5 the doRlre to prevent of^^ns'**' njr^in^t tbempplves, rather than to commit them 

^7 against othors. Tho cr^nenu'-'Trrs of Mafia v.ere nonetheless grave with reference 

^5 to the public cafety. ^'"rural to report offcnseB to constituted authorities or to 

50 
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1 

participate In crimln:*! ?ctlvlMrs. A large number are said to have violated no 



B 

'$.91 -=1 Ih'M . ip i'VMM^yins ihn r-i'iu V f 'iPe lo do -"o vould have been 

"10 ... 

' -r ):.- *-n • ' vont-zir - ^-r-ctjon of crime, 

12 

ncilliic^; ' vj of Tralef:-'tors ' ' - v^vlly pncc-^^ r--0 iind facilitated. 
17 

>id3l?"/? »'nn; v^'r-* >r:fpp-') 'pv In n vicious c*' rlo of crime from 

9 

.-o2&b > . - >f;- -.^^Oi.- -rr w t-'boh-' . II '-r^ f-oald be no 

"21"' ■ ' 

2U 
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,q in. THE 1870' S: THE MA HA RECOGNISED AS CRIMINAL BANDS, 

; {q many MAF IOSI UP:rQ UTb:D, others fled to AMERICA' 

i 

12 

-^^ A Fev. DeUniUon Appcarorl 

l*^ In 1B76 MortiUaro'fi dictionary Is said to have accepted the meaning 

28 of Mafia as "gang. " Another source has Indicated that a more accurate j 

: ■» 9 

20 drfhvUlon vr'lcr th'^ clrciuvrtances of tho tlmo v.ould have referred to the Mafia 

22 ap a nunibrr of spipjl f^rirnftTU bnnds, 
23 

n. An Cfarial Described thp Mafia, 1^74 ' 

25 ' 

2-7^-^ The Public Security Deputy of SlcuUana, Sicily, Malting in 1874, Is • 

29 to havf* dcrrribffl thn ''nfia of the TfiTO'?? in part as follows: ^ ^ 
30 

31 ' . . , I V 1-rh to ^.'Vy^ Mint tho Mafia, thr evil plague which la responsible 

32 for nil unr -^t crin ^ in theso Sicilian provinces, does not have 
^3 rul'^R for procrdure, as far as I can tell. It Is nothing other/ 

than a proCes?lon, a trade and an unruly abuse of authority which im ! 

36 physically and ntorally exercised. ,f 

37 - i 

38 "Morally, by tho'^o bigwigs v.ho impose their ideas, goo(? or bad, 00 

39 thoir f'ubjorts vhe cannot oppose them or neglect to carry them out. 
^0 xhey cannot re fur? to obey because they see their ovn ruin In their 
J]^ refusal. 

qjj ' Thy si call y, by those criminals ^^ho in-poso their supremacy on 

ij5 evoryon?* by varices nncans. Thoy compel the weaker their 

ii6 accomplicra to rommit those criminal acts which damage public 

U7 order or 5>orial n^oral-r? so much. • 

^9 ' A single romnvcni, a single act of refusal Is enough to bring down 

th" v rath of the r'^Rfla. 
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7 

8 

9 ' r^ncr^ it Is cvldrnt tbo.t ihr Mp(la has a hold on every class of 

10 i'ty. In fart, it »F T'-^n In th^^ clergy In the form of Bponglng, 

' IX :[ r-: r|.'-iV/- 1 by r-'p- v-nn^^,, !^-Unf?« un ^^i form of voluntary 

12 ' ii^iltv. In <np ;MiWr;r.\ " V, hTniiso of t)) ■ :5b;"olute command 

^3 • ! i,>h ;io or.^ 1 ' -nr.r, i^-n'-t of all a rcrvni^t or a dependent of 
robloM^^Jn y hn ha'^Ti't y"t abandoned his feudal v/ays. Proof 
{)r 'Uf^- rr nn in tb^ pi "^'t ioii nnd aBylum nhlch the ereat 

27 Isndovners afford the tbi^ vc-i in the country and In the city. They 

18 al^i;o give them tbe oppoTh^nlty io go through their possessions 

: 9 vl'hont fr^r of ^MTd^.hn'""n^ T'm ^T^^fla Is >:<^cn in other classes 

20 ^,"^ft^ ■'nr'bU'^ r, vr\<- 1 :''U' y, Intri^ur.'^, )]1}7bv,ay robbery, and 

21 Hr p rthrr CM fr^v-r; ••'^»r.h l ove l)cen roynmltted and are etlU 
23 .... 

2^ "T ; rjjn \^h.''t T bn-^ <-n!:' 'ip io tbip point and b'^cause of my limited 

26 knovlcdgn, I cannot .*^ay yWM V\o. main centers are. To my way of 

27 ~ thinking, I V'ouid :ipy that thoy do not exist because of the lack of 
?8 . rpnroprjrt" pTvi f^^'^t^r'' t orr'^nlzation. 

29 

30 It ftf li^n ? ^ j-i r^- ' l!v nuper. of e vho, because they 

31 nr^ ijppo) iPT^t and fr-r^ ' In provinc?, e th*^ greatest obstacle 
33 nfThtinor and C'."»rr:?n hi VI' i T.'aUa. 

3^ 

35 'In the .^jcrond li-t, I v ill name the subordinates of the bigv'igs 

36 upon whom the c':'nt^r3 ar? d-^ pendent, v ho deirand obedience, and 

37 - vbo ;i*t<^n pt to in-till fr,T' In cUiors, rcgar'-Hess of whether they do 

38 on H>rir r".n .^oenrd vb'^Minr they v.er-^ instructed to do so.." 
39 

CfjJ The y.^Tfla T>' rrlbed a?? Not One b'lt a Fumb^v of Associations 

1, Th'^ 'COFrhe * or A'^: orleUf 

- - " (39) 

^5 '^T^tpno ?'To3ca, a rtiiden' of *'"TMa hi*5i(?rv. bap pointed out that the 

Aif-^na <^n^ f-T^t a.i,^o'"iation m r I factor? vlLb a hierarchy of leaders 

m8 . 

b^§ rather a nur^b^'r of smnU autonomous? association!!. Each association was 
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3 

i4 
5 
6 
7 

^ cnlifi r> co-ca (the ^'tclUan '^i.ViPcliclsm for "tuT'), having a wemberahlp of 

10 

12 

13 5) - ■ Mf' • * ' ^ oloctlon of '-hiofB, authority being wielded 

15 j.y -v'- ^ijv-j f U^nn: p.^'VV'f 5 ''^ ti^ r who diroct-'-^ tho inovenients of younger 
16 

17 



■j^g a*'"nciTit^?'^, F^w-^rlntcm^r^l TUnr*^ with ii''t!?r!n„^nd divided booty. 

TV ro'^r^'.c, t'^ V » roU<v*t}v"Vv r'^'*^rrod to, punished 



bootv. T'hcsc acts v -j e '^cj i violations of the Mafia code of "honor, ".and , 



^9 

20 
21 

22 in' n'v* T) ptnf"T \}x'^\y '^iv iijn pnd r"prriJ\llv the misappropriation of 

23 

25 
26 

2"^ - v-orc Ponietiri**s punished vifh dr ith. 

?8 . f 

29 ?. Pol'^.tlonri lj't\ cf .' V5r,rr;iniloir^_?^ri^ within T hem Often Antagonistic : 

30 ^ " ■ : 

31 ? ■ ' J eV^H'?*.- J' E ■ ■ *■ ' ' 'Ji]>bovino ro-r ml^ht be cordial or so 

32 ■ 

antn^opistk: V^^i lU'lcuUlcs • nni-^ have to b'^ p^ ttlod by Fhootlns. The greatest: 

35 t 

36 numbfT of ni^aders firo^' cut f f rivalry between coschc or members of one r 

37 - i 
39 

jj 0 3 , Mo { on y r n t i yn^X iir. r i ;.>as.-iv orf^ s fo r rrcognttlon 

j]^ V^hUe It Is v.nlruc f;i^t '-lortibrrs of tho various cosch e used conventional 

vorris and gc tur^s tn rfM Of^ ) " tino anoM»rr, th?y did have peculiar mannerisms, 
^7 in'^iudjne pronnnrlat'c^ of - rtaln v'ordn. fr' ^'j^nt use of others, and a certain 
U9 

furtlv^ an'' f l'«iffUnR c prrT To anv c -.pn ir-nrcd SlclUan, these betrayed 
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connection v.Uh a cosca. 



7 4. C rimes; Chiefly Cattle Huotilng, Extortion, Kidnapping, Murder 

■ 8 

; 9 The cosche engaged chicly In cattle rustling, extortlonf and 

b*aasional kiUanppi-^g for raiisom. t^ften an ally of the cosca would offer to 

12 

r^^over tloh^a cattle for the owner, and if such an offer was accepted, the 

C5§.le would soon be found wandering about the countryside and the "friend" 

17 

WPSild be Indemnified for hla "expense" to the extent of a third or a half oC 

tl?P value of the cnttle. T lurder, of course, was comir.on, growing out ol 

21 

r^^lry between r»;afiopi or between groups of thorn. 

25 5» ControUed Extorlioa; A vVldespread Protection Racket 
: 26 

27 • In regions where agriculture was intensive, a tribute system 

;?8 . 

^vailed, Every landowner or tenant paid to the cosca an annual tax higher 

tl^'^^n the combined iTV'p05;tQ of the Bt^^le, nt ovine c, and commune. Refusal 

33 

i^i&y wa'^ pumshed by destruction of trees and vines and the slaughter of 

35 

U3i'^8tock. letters demanding the deposit of a sum of money at a designated 

: 37 

p^.|ie or its conr>lip:iM»c.it to a deslr .r\tcd irjessenfTGr were a method generally 
u$|d by novices. 

^3 ^ cosca, through more ^» Ini^n veiled threats, would often induce 
a^^miov/ner to entrust the ni^nketln-^ of uroduco to one of Its members, or to 
his estate to persons in their ro?ifidence. In the first case, small thefts 
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■ K 

by novices not associated ^Ith the cosca were prevented, a part of the product '^y^ 
beinf^ {appropriated as payment by the coaca itseU. In the second case^ a rebat^tv 

o^ton half of the lease prlcr. was extracted, I 

Collaboration bal .'.een the cotsche wa^ eeea most often in cattle rustling 



Two or more cosche coUaborated. Stolen oxen and sheep would be dispatched to ; 

n ron>r>'ine fifty or more kiloniptcrs uv.ay, secretly butchered, and CQnsumedl 
'>tol9n horses and myles v oi e s'lmetimes sent as far as Tunis, where the MaflOSl 

hnd coiiuGctions with Sicilii'n emigrants, ^ . ^ j , 

D. Attempts at Prosecution Thw arted b y Lack of Evidence; Reputed Mafloal '-'c- 
Deported, Many Perfected New Methods, gome Fled to V* 8* ; ' 



The Italian OoverDwent was said to have been powerless against the 

I 

Mpfirt, Altbrtifh the rh\rf<r of the Mafia T/cre said to have been fairly well known, 
t!ie poHre were able to offer no evidence but popular report. Even when a chipf ; 
couH be identified he could prove an alibi, and the youths who actually had ) 
perpetrated the offr»>'?cs v re rrknown. V hen the latter were arrested they ^ 
rarely ^ave inforrrptton ab^ut those who had ordered them to commit an oftensei 
for they would then mi only be rrndemned but also forfeit Mafilst honor 
?nd the help customarily given by the cjscn t o captives of the police. 

Tn 1B77 and 187B a government campaign against the Mafia took place. 
About t87B Prefect of Police Mattisardl, in whom the Italian Minister of th« 



3 
u 

5 

IiEcrior is rai l to have vestevi authority over all Sicily, exiled to the coastal 

7 

l;Sands Bcvnrpl hundred criminals v.minsi whom precise evidence was lacking. 

r 1* -r the cdF'cUe arf? Ral ' to have reorgani-?.ed and to have perfected 

' 1 X .- - _ 

12 

ti^'^r rneth 1 ?' vf opTTtl'^*^, ^-^rty Htr - 'anosl arf? said to have begun to 

1^ (40) 
pl5ctico tra .i from ^;U-zl\ ih-ry cc» -'. l .^T^ar to live. 

16 ■ 1 •■' 

1 1^ ^argo numbers of the M^fiosl are said to have immigrated to 

18 I . . ■ 

A3^?rlcp, diii lnir the T' lli- n cr\Tnp:n(. i '^f{ \iaBt the Mr»f(a in 1877-1878, many 

2^ (100-42303 ':U7, end, p. 7) 

o^^hom nolnr to )ii vinr.. i^'is- r'^nnectlon U noted that following 

t:2^ ir.urdor q[ Chief of Ftdlce D.ivi*^ < Ilcnnessy of New Orleans, In 18S0, - " 

li^^^rles revep.led that one of the cnunes of the dozens of unsolved murders 

OR 

l^JIevv O.rlnn?^ prio: to I'lOO (Lh-.: i'>";:'r.ti{;atlon of which was said to have 
30 

t>3i>ught nlr*'it Hemifinsy'r- *»nrf'?r) ■ r>ilv?ged to hnve b^en a struggle for 

32 (41) 
p^Bremacy bet veen P ali-i lactionti, o-io them luiown as the "Stoppaghera. ... ; 

ll 

THfc latter fironp may havo been el'?'''if?nt'.> of the Mafia faction described 

rSODV. ;ri the '":tup;Mg<»?t.i.n.i, " 

39 

^3 
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I IV. THE 1880'S: I OLTTICAL INFLljENCE ACQUIRED BY THE MAFIA; i t 



^2 > olUlCAl Influence after .Extension o f Voting Franchise 1882 ! 

13 ■ ' ' 

1^ Vhe chlrjf obst i(U3 to logal action .igaU)st the Mafia in the 1880»s iB > 

. said to have been the growing political Influence it acquired aa a result of Um | r ; 

1 R I. ■ '■ 

. 9 ojctf HQlon nt the voting fr.i'icljlse In J 303. The poorest classes were given tb« ''*'? 

20 

21 vot':^. They were not biri^oly rcvTeseutc^ hi the cosche^ but they were most eastl 

22 ' ■ 

» 

23 i r>i\'vaiUcd tUrou^rh ifTnoivjiK:-} an<l foar by manifest threats of the Mafiosiy a])d 

2^ thus supported candidates endorsed by Maflosl. -i; " i 

27 ~ 

The Maflo/ji, h^-iving acquired leg:lslative tools, required them to ot^tslf 

29 ' 

30 lor '' it'll i.^ooiberr: fc!in iv-rir»j."p>i'7n to carry weapons; required them to Intercede 

31 (42) ' 

32 .■ ilh Iho i ?\ice on boliiU of r^ifiosl; and forced their favors in other ways, . . 

33 i 

35 ' auUles \.?3re ^Tado by Concerned QfflcUls: The Mafia Was Not Considered^ 

36 To ]3q a Conventional* Type Organization ,f 

, 37 - * 

38 PuT^lng the 1870*53 and 1880*6 several Kalian scholars, police officialSi 

39 (43) 

IjO and I'.irlia^nentcirir'.ii.T rtlac'ccd the yroblem of the Mafia in an attempt to analyze 

jj^ the p!i«norMonon an'? c^eterr lno what could be done to eradicate Its evil power In 

'>icll.lin alf ilrr. 
U6 (44) 

My In J. 0^7, Clusi»n o Alongl, said to have been a police official and 

^9 fitud':'t)t of t'»- ^'Ti(t», J ublished a book called "J^ Maffia," This study and 

50 

51 

53 ^ 
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7 

■ ft 

otlp^r Inquiries by the Barons Franchetti and Sydney Sonnlno were seen In 

p^^.^ectlvn by a later writer vho marie these comments: Rather than being 

12 

a rl^iventional-typf organization, v ith a fl»{.ed code of rulee and a recognized 
lU 

bo^^of officers; a secret society; p loose freemasonry such as that uhich 
cajj|)lnd anarchists of all countries together in sympathies if not In form; or 

a I^oltlcnl lonfi;iie, the ^.'afia might instead be referred to as a social 

ph'£*fiDmenon, a produrt of infitinct nniong a people vho had, under the brutal 

23 

io^i^jtism of the Bourbons, and the extortions and oppressions of the Bourbon 

ooj^^e, lost all respect for law and all idea of an Impartial and impersonal 

?8 . 

iu^^e betv prn mn.n and mon. Tho^e forces "made each man an Ishmael 

30 

im3iig his fellov j^ and sprrr^d r\n rr^!^"ntinl Fplrlt of annrchy. " The "moral" 

32 

"i0<|^that developed "turned upside dQVTi all the accepted notions of honor 

in^^oraUty. ' Though neither an open organisation nor a secret society 

1 37 - 

in if 89 ordlnnr;^r smse of the trrm?', r*nd th(vip;h It had no central authority, • 
39 

loj^vernn^ent, nnd no lav yet " ih^ f^ronp?; of Mafiosi, who V'cre to be 
"01^^ in every tovii and villnre nnd^r lo^al chiefs v cre more or less 
^onTfcject ed with earh other in v m prt thl es and co mmon formula e of action, 

" " " " ' ' 

if i^Tt by open bond.?, " It Is tills unljue form of orjT^in1?ition which prevails 

-^58-"^ 

51 
52 

5H - 30 - 

■56 
57 
58 

6o . - 



The Mafia is said to have worked all the more effectively for being 
thnr looRply orp;ani7.ed or voluntarily united for specific operationa. The Mafia | 

prcpcnted in effect a "rpany-Unkor! chain of hun-nn connection" and of secrecy, 1 
th*^ vU lat lon of vhlch v;a5 pu nisha ble by death. It ^as this contaminating ; , 

connecti on that gave it an tnvlstble strength. It penetrated into every sphere of i 
fioclnl li^^^tn fifMly, "from \h^. pearant vorklng In thp fields to the government 

offlriri in h\r- b;ir'^?»M, fr on^ tbo rrlminal in tho dock to the magistrate on the , 
berich." - :/ 



.1 ■^'■i^ 

^•q THS 1890'S: M ORS ARRKSTS OF MAnOSI; MORE EMIGRATIONS OF 1/;: 

i" 

12 i 

14 ' - . I ; - 

Jn ' '^ploiT bcr, ;i he ut 1 50 r.'Taflor3i v.'oro arrested at Catania, ' ■ p.^ 

Sij^ly. Antonio Cutrera. chi'M cf police in Palermo In the 1890*^, conducted J ^ 

(46,47) jv^:^ 

21 [ 
B^2 ''.niir rntiou.^i 

2^ The chief result of ih.^: tiHTrk on the ^^;l(ia in the 1890's Is said to : ;-T^ 

26 (100-42303-317, p. 7) - i V|i 

h^'-^-bccn thut MaHosi again rMvigr-tod ? broad. Instances of the arrival of ! 

?8 . ' ' t'-^ 

MaJHoiJl in t!)-- V,'?.\v York-Tk'v J rr-'v rrnnsylvania n? ('a cUiring the 1890*s * 

30 (100-42303-282. p. 4; 62-75147- Sub 37, Ser. Ill, pp. 271-272) 

ah31oai ly IP ' hrr.'c bc-Ji ^^-J-rili? K 
32 

33 -...-l. 
3^- S TANF \Mi U ACCOr'N TS rv NI NKTEignn CENTURY MAFIA j 

■36 ^" " . L 

37 - ' 
A38 11'- ^r"M^M^v- 

39 

^0 ^ iiiumv ' wv t IP '; i*';<.t vho'' fl. ^criplion of the Mafia at 
^1 

th^'^m n of Xhv, pror ' nt ':rr.turr ' :( 'i'lely ir :-!^. by officlalB and others 

ln4i5rontr'i in pinpointing ti\o naf«u'< '^m-i op'^raHon'J of tlie I Tafia, has Indicated 

th*>T tht; " nfin '^\^^s not to be ro^i ^ri'T ?^ ppct, a ruU, nor yet an association 
ii8 

h5^'^ng rojr/oiUioarri rules, ; r<vi|.'Uir>!'J,oi byiav ,s. Jl. yf),« to him an instinctive 

51 
52 

53 Y'C 
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racial grouping; an atlilude; a form of conduct; and a sense of being superior to v 
n-oi pl, PoclPl, or poUtlcnMav . The Mafia, said Paton, was a phase Of Siclltaii 

society, not a corr»p'\i*l orp^-^nl-'ation of Indlvldualf: bound together by oaths, nor' 
a per rot society of m^nribors v^ho recognized one another by grips and passwords^ 
but rather a state of po^^ial immorality tacitly acquiesced in by an IndeflnUe | . 

nuirbor of ^JclHnn' , v ho oilier their living an d regulate their thinking according 

"(48)' - ■ - " ■ 

to a rode of othlcs caUocl^merU. Dlsrogaxding Roclal law and accepting omerta^ 

Mafiosl arr fryided by Its t'^arhlngs and by it regulate their lives and adjust tllelr 

(49) . - i . ■ 

relations to their feUov.' n^cn. '* 

Omerta war not o tpresped as a code of ethics in so many words, but 

I 

I 

lirplif^d In ;m undcrv cii^^ ■^lanri <^onfilr>tlng of popular sayings, proverbs, and 
apolh^gjinp. In a vnrlHblo c:irlllan dialect. Omerta was a living discipline Icept; 

alive In the minds of there v hoj?e criminal tendencies made them favor It and j: 

(50) '.'f :t 

becotre Instrument'? of it. turn it encouraged them to make themselves j .r 

independent of lav nnd coct^tVy fo rintng the n^ selves into a virtual "conspiracy 

V ' ""^ ■"' ' (51) 

of tho stronpc and mpsterful nyalnst the i^eak a nd fearful . " Only a small 

minority of Sicilians v rre r^id to be veritable Mafiosl, but this masterful, 

active min<^rity, in-plrod by the spirit of evil, "having omerta in their hearts, 

(52) 

t r or I zed the uno r r:^nl zed, timo rous, pagstve majority, the peaceable citizens. ' 



7 

g 

■ ^ Tho whole fabric of the Mafia rested on murder ^ wrote I>aton, the 

tlxoory or omerta boing that Vot^ as^^.ssin vas alway*? lurking near and prepared 
tdict his pnl-??^ 

^5 V?lon referred to the r.'ifia as the associating of evilly disposed 

■ 17 

pjgsons who without formal organization consorted together for furtherance 

o2Qonimon intr;rc\sts, V hen It scrv^i thnir purpo*:or» thry acted together In 

21 

c^^xert in d^Hance of lav/ an'i or?'/ r. V. hen thrii* int^rosts changed and 

23 , 

c^^hed they (luarrolod anioMft thein^:elves, and by their vendettas threw the 

■■26 

cp^n«iunity Into disorder while they murdered or committed outrages without 

; ' (54) 
l<&9or hindrnnce. 
30 

31 ihp ri\ryr\o\')'^''^H'' Brit^.ivilrn^ taking U t ^^ata from the works of 

e^^eral v;rjtor^. on the early ^^afia in f^lcily, proceeds no further in attempts 

35 

tqSleflno ih^ associative tie than to ,'^ay: "The men^bers of the organization 
,37 - (55) 
viiS'c not vory nam ores but boxmd ' y close tloR of f*^llowshlp. ..." 
39 

{jj T rands Mrrlon Crav/for*', another obs^^) ver of the Mafia at the turn 

o^|he century, pol!ited cut t'l^.t A)nr«:i a<!herentR w^^e not bound in their 

a*r5ociatio!i with each other by pi ov^lso of sccrr-cj- nor oaths of obedience, 

"1^1*: by IntcrejJt mvl necesBlty on th'* one hand, an^' the c^trong SlciUan sense 

o^^ honor' on the other. '* Thrs purp 55e of nssociating v lth Other c of like 
51 

52 - 
53 
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trind nnf^ operating togrther In an organized way meant protection, for the ' [,0. 
?,Tnfin ooiiUi -nninilnte its i ■ ol'^^ t<-* i ene m ie s, p.nf! in criminal cases It was almost ' 

lp^;.v»-nn-:^ t/) c^:'*^virt MnHo^o <^\v: to the totr'.l ab3ence ol witnesses against 4 ' 

1,4 (56) . ' 

nlm. 

B. Offran) rational Tortures 

. . .J ..^^ 

1, T?ir^ T oral ^'^'^^'^[.( ) i - v 

r"i?)n poJnt'^ • oul \\\-:\ in cacli lacality in v;hich the Malia operated^ ' 

-v ■ 

tlT^ porrtjn vith the rJ Qj^ -P-gtj^^Pj^c^ity JTor evil, the cleverest cheat, the most j 
d'>r 1 tig vi lla In^ the most truculent bully, or in a word, the ablest Mafloso bscama 
tJic l-^.-^irr or tbp Mnfla. This superlative malefactor, said Paton, was called the 
"Cnr'> M^^rjfi '\ ' ; '? ^ ulo'^ f'fr ipotically until^ a strong er person killed him or 
u?'n pro hl.3 rrutliorliy!^ Cj'p vf<>r-.1 ad(lf?d th;d a !i^.an*8 position In the Mafia was the 
rePuU of \i\o personal Innucitcg, his reputation as a man of so-called honor, wblcfc 
ynir'^t aftcr-vu r^jf^^rn- ic'l by tl^o force of circumstances until he became j 
a "r?>po MpHoso, " an acknov;Ir:dged chief. As sucl^hls prestige was so increased 
'.>i?t hUi fell').'/ r^\7r^^ 1 apj' \lpd to hlin to settle their differences both in matters 
of b'jfinf»sp ^ntl in r?Mr??tlO'^'^* of "honor. His house b ecame the resort of all 
thorc ivho h'>'J x'Hfflciilt'-^o \r> drrlde or wlio needed help from the "friends, " as the 
Maflosi corivrjonly rnllo'] eTrh other, ^fnl^splte of his fixed hatred for the concept 

of constituted law, tho ' O^jo Mafloao" took care to use scrupulous exactness in 

t' ■ ■' ' 

doaMng rvith those p. ho came to him for assistance. This inspM'ed confldence^^.^ 

- 35 - I 



2 '■■ 
3 

5 
6 

ap^ creatr ! the rort of "moral df>r?!viti'3m*' on which thn Mafia relied for Its 

9 (Sn) 

e xlole n r n . {f^ n\j^i\?v 5 ! h.! r» t i o n n r t o b^- found ln^'>ir MJ[an -Italian communities 

InlSmorJr^r^, -rr-^u^rr -^ryy-y 3n t>"" i^-;>vT^ o( rnnnv oh^-.- rvcr*? concornlng the 
arj-i^r^t M^fl? ^- --^-'t^rfr-ri rro-rin' ['-L'- 'uocn T-ndcr.'? in these communities 
as^'^eJr porvlcon Tcr<? ecvf^ht not o.Uy by the crimlnnl element, but also by 

p<3T9on3 iv>\ b'^M'^^'crl to b'^ p^i'^ociot'--"' vith the anfiTv^rUl In any way.) 

20 

21 'i^'> ^'-r'-> v^nf'O"", '* rt' rfHrui to Crrv foi -'^, mipht be a lawyer, a 

22 

m 2^ bn r 0 n n : Mri i r ' nr; i or- r v.c n ' t ^ o pr o v inc. i 3 1 c oun c II , or a deputy, even 

25 

a ^^binet nilnlrtcr, rising to moral control of the whole society " simply by 

27 - 

hi93>r'^stl'7P pTi^ n^'p'Vmim.nt v 111, l,:^f nrvor by any sort of election or 

""^9 ~" " 

m^^incry, p'^ t.hT 2^^" '^l?:Jl^^L'''"^'l* ' ^"^'^o^*^ ntlrlninp such posts, however, 

th^^ln.fin irp-^-r nrdin'Tiiy 1 'x^ " a i ich man, ! - cause it would be 
3^ 

practically Irr^r^'^'^lbl'^ to n iko n Cv- i tract for any public work, or to carry It 

36 (60) 
ou37*'lthQ''* ^i' "' fit?r;"^ntiOT>. 
38 

39 ? TV-^ T - rnl ' U'al?> 
^0 ■ 

{[2 Tb" lo^")l "'apo '^I'^Hf ?:j • ' to secure as his partisans (his 'gang) 
^3 

tho^^s^i^^^l^p nrp^rfnrtorf ^U'^lrict, from among the lower strata of 

so'f^etv, T)v^ i^pp^r-clasF T^^Jio so ( Mta Mafia' ) wap powerful and rich, or 
ha^efft?*b)l«b' -i rmutPtlon pr ?n iir-.oJrnt, fear Irs s, cruel, and Influential 

m^^. Th« lov'cr cla^'^es (cnUod 'p.n*? la ^'^afla") murdered, robbed, abducted, 

52 

53 - 38 - 

5^ 
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or committed arson on coirmand of members of the "Alta Mafia. " Tacit i 

i 

um'erstandlni^^or dinar ily p:dsto'l between thr?»p tvo strata, bo that the '*Ba8Ba I 
M.Tfif^" perp(>tratci the nio^t. itiou.^ of crimes "at ih<^. nod of the patron's head , 
or the wink of his eye. '^^^^ , j 

^* Allianc es bct\^Pc n Gangs [ ' 

The "CPro ^'^aflo^n" invited nlUancrs with his counterparts in other 
ijgtricts. 7hcy ina^^:^ corr;i>='^n cause againpit aU enemies "only so long as their 

(62) ; V ; 

joint Interests were subserved by thtelr unholy league. " , j . 

' 1 , 

No Complet e or C om pact Association: A Pyramid of Patronage j 
Fa ton pointed out (hat dcrrplte the oc^ as tonal discovery of an actual i 
criminal society in onr or pnolber of the r^afi:^ - ridden localities, and despite the 

ev.t^rdlrnt relationships th^t mli|?;ht or might not exist between certain local chiefs, 

f 

the Mnfia was not a ronipart a p Relation; and insofar as Sicily at large was ) ■ 

(63) . ^ 
roncprncd there va^i no i-v^r ral ^Nrn or^'^ni -'^Mon of Mafloi?l. 

Crawford indlca1<^d that due to thf' patronae^e system that. appeared to 

h'? r^rt of the Mafia v.^y of ^-olnp things, Ih'* local chiefs In the outlying districts 

v pi p alv ayR in comrnMMicatton v ith those of the city, especially Palermo, who 

had acquired broader and n ore important connections and Influence. The country 

chiefs tended to defer to or appeal to ihn chiefs In the cities. This patronage 



5 

narrowe 1 nrti'^ nlJv +0 afsv chief pntrons, generally in 1 alermo, who were 

8 ^ (64, 65) 

li^inintoly r' - '^ciatorj nnO in. tura F Miietimes deferred to one head, 

:\0 

' JLJL ' 1 'I'ti',-^' t'looi-ir:*, who lip J.; tn.ken the latter vi^-^w into consideration 

12 

li^3 ru)iv' ' ■ ^M^i if; w^r. yrr!'.:^')'-^ '.h^f; Uir: r\ p.Cin ^^- 'iivf.) pome sort of 
q^^si -nn .tio:i"^ ' ^'^'^ ^^'^ rcatral (Urection settling in 

Pfjermo. i^ n ^jo'irro iivMc^ite ho vevor, that such pov/or structure would 
ItfiUcr'te t'^" r- ' no'-i!r h't! pr]itic«.ni n'-t'To o*" rir.iii- rnlhoF than reveal any 

j^tiTut^nr i'lI.r'M ■ M'i —'i nr'l fir"'' r^ni r.nti'"*'! 
23 ■ ■. 

2r It i'"' iiorniM-^ tl'.r* v\r }f'".' r.T orf;;nnizntion of the K'afla was concerned 

26 

a)?7a'« the Icvr^i r>c lhf> lonni 'ranftf;, tho ?. ntia could bo considered to represent 

:?8 . 

a29'.innp, fJnM :>vt:>'h- | of .^^fron^ ^' U!t it? hi.rhf'fit point \n Palermo, the 
30 ' 
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7 . . ; 

I VII. 1 900-1910: THE PALlZZOhO CASE; IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S. ; ■ 'i 

10 THK PETROSINO MURDER i 

12 

13 A* Tlte Fj?.Uz7;o1o Cnr>o 

IM 

1^ The case of Baron T^?ffacle palizzolo, a reputed Mafia leader of ' 1 

16 r; 

1^1 or mo, Sicily, at the turn of the century, is cited frequently as a classic , 

■ ■» 9 

20 exr n p^*^' the MaCia-*? capacity for fixing*' court cases involving their elements , 

21 

22 an-:! tJ>.ktnp; rcvonRe p ?,ninr,t r.P"'.^r:.£;'ef>' vAw v i^.hl dare to testify against them. 

i'Mthoug:h Pnllzzolo was cvrntu^Uy convicted of murder in 1902, the stabbing ; 

27 -murder In question occurred in 1893. The case had shuttled from one Court of ' 

'?8 . ' 

29 as3l7.e* to another, revealing, It Is said, a moch'^ry of the law as one magistrate 

30 (66) 

31 aft^r ano^^i-^r !i'>n'Hy r^"^^^?od i't^ rcnonslbUity for flnnl decision. 

32 ' ' 

33 High police officials therr selves are said to have later confessed that 

' ^ ..■■I 

^5 they ha<J been v.'cU av.are of Pnllzzolo* s activities, and could have helped to / 

37 - ■ 

38 ceniict Vhoy a.valtert hi" rtnath many years later, ho'wever, to bitterly , 

39 /'\n\ 

^0 dnnouncf^ jVlA*. The trf:»i r-M^ to »nve cnrt the Italian Government not less 

jj^ thPn a n^lUlon 'dollars, r.cy v Un-s^es.arc reported to have been murdered, 

nl (69) 
]i5 ani ?all7^olo Mmself ir. pnH to have eventually gained his liberty. 

hS 

*A court or ppn?als in criirinal cases. (M, Miushkovich, Tr. Sect., 6/10/58) 
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2 <J 

3 
k 

^ Ali:hpagh fhore is no imMviJ^ita iwsslbUHy of wholly verifying 

6 

t»^s classic ctory nt this tlrno, It p-rves as a characteristic Illustration of 

9 

tHioMafH rpp itition for inUuence < i htph places, and for horrible 

Yl2r>>;xr\r- ;> ]- ' rt 'if Uio if^To yi (^*f 'ViMn t>int hiR off '"•tivcly silenced 
if 

p^^'ntial -.vivv-.rs^^'i far rn viy year;', 
16 

li^y ?/ave3 of K migration from Sicily 

18 " 
9 riu> '1ec <Hr»s of the Iftf^O*;; rov mointfntT pT>^lgration from Sicily 

[i00-\2:m-20b, p. 2) 

t(>l;o!ri*T!'"n .-"J-'rorid, not>Uv to ^ *^-^r'}''-\ , h\ the fir^t. d^^caHe of the present 

'22 ' 

r?^'r.rv. '-i^iMrTi in? "^ile rants c-".''-^" in i^--'-'^'.ir,ive Wtiv^T. lo r?ettlo in the lar^ie 
2 4 - - f ■ c 

25 

rrj^ropolKan contcrs, ecpeclally In New York City. Emigration from Sicily 
27 - 

t<J3:oiintr</?s ^'b'■opf^ in 1^05 involvo t :M>rT''^xl^'»ately 100,000 pfjrsonfl, while in 

29 (70) 
l3P5 ih'} fffiiun rep 'rt^Jly r"'icht'.t !;V7/v:)0. 

31 

IJn ?)>ri j.?iHy tl*'^ r >M;i<7|antM t'l the United .States were 

3^ 

r;^'^ criniiiv.\Jf?. M^ny of th^ni carrf'^i wUh them, however, the mores and 
36 

cHitoins '»f P'vi-.co-'.)perr»ti i-'Mi t'^-^ ]-» - tb^xt werr? make them easy prey 

fa? the pmall p^T' rentage of fh^Mr n"'->WipT who were veritable Maflosl. 

^2 rh<^ rctrosiuo Murder - 
^^3 

liU The Slcilii^n-Itiilvin comr^MMilt los of New York and other major 

(k^ies in th'» United states expo r I: need a reign of terror that reached Us 

(|||max in the first docacles of the p' e5?rrit century. This so-called 

50 
51 
52 

53 - '4^> - 

5** 
'55 
56 
57 
58 

59 

_60_ . 



3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 Plack Fand ' period vas chnractrrlzed by a Rteat wave of extortion, bombings, 

9 (72) 

1-0 bir>( Mnr>r»u, pnr! mvtrfler attrHM?iod in many cases to elements of the Mafia. In 

nfter '.varcin^; virtnnUy n onr-man campaign against the terrorists In 

25 Nov; York City, Licuteaant CUiserpe Fetroslno of the New York City Police 

1 6 

17 D-^v^rtmcni made a trip to Palermo, one of his objectives being to study the Mafia 

18 

2Q gj firrt hand. 

21 Fctroslno was^murr^^rod on_the street, at M ar Ina Squar e In Palermo, 

2 3 (7''^) 

2H on ihp rvcning oj hi3_arrlvnl. HI r? murder went unsolved, though years later « 

25 '^^ 

26 one Vlto Cascio Ferro, a notorious Mafloso of New York and Palermo, was 

27- 

'^^ ' acrnn'^d of having personally amb't^hed Petrosino, and in the Mafia trials of i 

29 

^2 1^30 Jn SUUy received a sontr^nce for this ctlme among others. ^"^^^ 
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33 

3^ i 
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• 1 

2 
3 

^m. 1010-1920: MAFIA ACTIVITY CONITO UED D URING THE WAK YEARS 
6 ^ SjqniMcltEASED AFTER tHE WAR 

,7 - - ^ - - 

8 

, 9A. Mafi a Activity Persisted during World War I 



iJuring Ihe perio.i of the First World War, large numbers o< the 



1 1 



.1-0 

J- X 

12 
1 3 

^^^un'rcr J'-^floEl are Raid to have eervecl In tlie ranks of the Italian Armed 

15 

l6orces. 
17 

18 rieanwhlle, Mafia activities continued in Sicily, sustained In large 

.9 

|ijart by tho older A*?/Josl, and those who had deserted from Uie Armed Forces. 

C J. 

22 

2 '3 ate'' pr or mentions were to reveni that extortion, murder, and other crimes 
2^ (75) 
25ttributed to the Mnfiosi had persisted during the War years* 

26 

If-* Postwar C rimes Reached a Striking Figure 

The return iiome of ^Sicilian troops after the War brought back to 

31 

3^lcily n nviinlier 01 the yoivvror l^/^nfiopi, and would-be Mafiosl, now practiced 

33 " ' 

3f^i the PTts of war. 

35 

3^ i;urlnp: their absence, it Is said, the older Maflosi and the deserters 

■ ^8 

3^ad esi.rl)n^.ho:i n ir.onopoiy Jn T^'rlia oii^ratlons that they were unwilling to 

UO 

^lelinquish. Pcrliaps in part due to thin factor, and In part to the probability 
jj^iat m-nny families had awnitod the return of their menfolk to effect vengeance 

{[^r offCTiFOT suffered during; the v/pr years, un solved murders* are said to have 

^7 

iig oache d a Ft rlkln g figure fol lowing the War > 

iiQ " *" ~ " 

5 ©Italian author lti?:s have up-ed the hljjh Incidence of unsolved murders as an 

^llndex of TiTafia pctlvity in certain areps. 

52 

53 - 42 - 

5^ 
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In one province, that of Agrigento on the southern shore of 61clly» 

biMv^! ' Vi of vnRolvorJ murrloj a aro reporter' tr have been perpetrated in the 

{7G) 

ycr'v ) i 9 "Ion ■\ 



AND 1030'S: r ( )LT.-r: CALE ATTACK ON THE MAFIA BY THE i 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT J 



A . ' "^^ s r r c r ) s 

fYob.Tbly the fitr(;7?<;^.st campaign ever launched against the Mafia . * . 

J77) ^ ^ "I 

■' I 

a n^'^p.'^r'te fron tb^ tlinn Promif^r Benito Mussolini to wipe out the Mafia. Afleif 

(78) ! 
a fli pMiancI =it'vly of tbe Rltorition, he began a v?.st campaign. 

f Tori is ^'?Td to h r/r r:lv:>?on his assif'tants from the Reale Carabinieri 



fknovn In Enfrlish a<i the Rov?! Milltarv Policp). most of those chosen belnir i 

" " " " \t 

Sicilian -5 thomflelv':^. After m on Mis of polectlon and briefing, Mori U said to 1 
have rcn^ mnny of his men in di?? pulse to knov n Mofla centers to collect evidence, 
rivpntunlly, he dlpp.?tchei clrcMinrR purportinfj to have come from Mafia 
• h^n.'!iM3rtors' in ralrrmo, instructing local chiefs to meet at certain designated 
plf^rra on p pnrtlcular day, Urg'^d on by the disguised Carabinieri, they 
afsfiombiod, anrl v «r^* taken Into custody. One estimate places the number of 
local chiefs npprehnndod in tills v ay at ^5?/. (NYt 5/2/29 p. 2) 



